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Princess Nadonis Shawa (1880 - 1958) by Cathy Sperl 

“Princess Nadonis Shawa” was a very interesting character.  
She lived the first 35 years or so of her life in the African 
American Communities of Washington D.C. and New York 
as Rebecca Louise Alston and Louise Alston Burleigh. The 
remaining 43 years she lived on Mirror Lake in Wisconsin as 
an American Indian performer Princess Nadonis Shawa or 
Louise Lowe.  She traveled extensively throughout her life.  
 
The late Carol Hulterstrum of Baraboo presented Madison 
Professor David Peterson’s 1992 paper at the Mirror Lake 
Association Annual meeting and Baraboo Fortnightly Liter-
ary Club in 1997.  The Dells Events followed up with a 4 part 
article by David Peterson about Princess Nadonis in August 
1997.  Carol gave me copies of her Princess Nadonis materi-
als in 2005 which started my years of research.  Carol grew 
up in Baraboo’s Seven Gables House across the street from 
Lou Ringling’s “Wigwam.”  She knew both Lou Ringling and 
Princess Nadonis quite well.  They were all members of Trinity Episcopal Church in Baraboo. 
 
I recently met with Carolyne Kotchi who published an article on Princess Nadonis in the Octo-
ber 2015 Seth Peterson Cottage Conservancy newsletter and Dennis Hanger who knew Prin-
cess Nadonis well.  She had gone through the boxes of papers from David Peterson’s research 
that are at the Wisconsin Historical Society.  Dennis shared his letters and pictures from her. 
 
Princess Nadonis Shawa moved to Mirror Lake on January 4, 1920 just before her 40th birth-
day.  She bought a log cabin at Fern Dell on lots 6 & 7 of Block 2 that was on a hill on the Fern 
Dell ravine (see map and pictures of her cabin on page 8).  In a 1950 letter she says that it is 
“the only log house in Fern Dell.”   Her March 15, 1958 Will left the 6 room log cabin to Mr. & 
Mrs. Glenn O. Helley of Wisconsin Dells along with her green 1951 Studebaker Champion and 
half her income.  Glenn Helley picked her up in his taxi to give her rides. Lawrence A. Echstein 
is listed as owner in 1961 when the property was acquired for the Mirror Lake State Park. 
 
Her letters in green ink to Dennis Hanger talk about the cabin.  September 27, 1954 she wrote 
that she was anxious to get back home and had hopes to make some money so she could fix 
up her little house on the hill.  February 4, 1958 she mentioned hopes of building a new house 
on her place at Mirror Lake so she could stay there over the winter.  She said “I love it best 
there of any place on Earth.  I don’t want to travel anymore.”  (Continued on page 5). 
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 President’s Update  December 2015 
 
It has been another busy summer on Mirror Lake. I want to 
thank everyone who volunteered this year, whether it was pick-
ing up litter during our spring clean-up, did water testing, help 
run an event, harvest aquatic plants, tell someone we’re a no-
wake lake, or anything that you did to represent the lake asso-
ciation in helping us make Mirror Lake a great place! Everything 
from huge, time consuming projects to just being helpful and 
friendly to a visitor is what we stand for. We are all ambassa-
dors to Mirror Lake. I thank you for it and hope that you will 
continue, and hopefully expand that good work. 
 
Ambassadors are what the Mirror Lake Association (MLA) 
brings to the partnership with the Mirror Lake Management 
District (MLMD). Over the years, we found that neither of these 
two organizations would operate very well without the other. 
But together, we have accomplished great things!  
 
Invasive species control is a great example of this partnership. I 
read in the Madison newspaper a few weeks ago that they 
found zebra mussels in Lake Mendota. Per a DNR website, that 
brings the number of invasive species in that lake to five. Zebra 
mussels are also in Lake Wisconsin. Those are two big popular 
lakes where boaters go along with Mirror Lake. The spread of 
invasives is mostly due to boaters going from lake to lake. We 
probably wouldn’t have the Clean Boat, Clean Water program 
operating without the grant money from the DNR which the 
MLMD had to apply for.  Several MLA members volunteer to 
help the paid students with the CBCW boat inspections. 
 
In this newsletter, Jerry Collins reported on some of the results 
of the water testing program. Next year, we hope to get an 
invasive species monitoring program up and running under our      

Citizens Lake Monitoring Network program. Programs like 
these might not happen without the support of MLMD and the 
people of the MLA. Together, both organizations form a great 
partnership and a stronger group to accomplish our goals! 
 
I have some sad news to report. We lost two good people re-
cently. Madaline Olson passed away on September 9th. Mada-
line is the mother of Sandy (Jerry) Collins. Madaline and her 
husband Jim bought their cottage just west of Hwy 23 on Dell 
Creek back in 1973. Both were active at the beginning of the 
association. Jim and Madaline were instrumental in helping get 
out our Reflections newsletter. 
 
I also have to report that Barbara Gustafson died on October 
6th following the effects of a stroke. Barb and her husband Bob 
have owned a cottage on the lake for many years. Barb was 
always a regular at all of our meeting and events.  
 
Madaline and Barb were both good people and our lake com-
munity won’t be quite the same without them. 
 
I wish you all a warm and safe winter until I see you again.  
 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
I’d love to hear your feedback.  If you have any thoughts, com-
ments or concerns, please give me a call or send an e-mail.  I 
look forward to hearing from you.  My cell phone number is 
608-575-4652 and my e-mail is mblakeslee@uwalumni.com. 
 
 
From the west end,                   Mark Blakeslee 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE  PAGE 2 

Pictured (left to right) Sandy Collins, Gerrie Craig and 
Frank Craig 

Pictured (left to right) Inger Clemens, Jeannie Moore, 
Dave Clemens, Jen Conlon and Greg Gustafson. 

2015 ANNAL PICNIC AT MIRROR LAKE STATE PARK 

mailto:markblakeslee@uwalumni.com
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Clarity and Water Temperature Test Results For Mirror Lake 
As many of you may know, volunteers have been performing water clarity, temperature and chemistry testing through 

the DNR’s Citizen Lake Monitoring Network on Mirror Lake since 1987. It requires the process of water clarity and tem-

perature monitoring to be performed twice a month, or as often as possible, between ice off in the Spring and ice on in 

the Fall. Water chemistry testing for total phosphorus and chlorophyll A is performed once within two weeks of ice-off 

and again once a month in June, July and August. The water chemistry samples which are taken from the lake are then 

delivered to the State Hygiene Lab in Madison for analysis. The data acquired from our summer’s work is entered into 

the DNR’s SWIMS Data Base for future long term analysis showing the changing condition of our lake water.  Volun-

teers work closely with our DNR partners and the DNR covers the cost of the lab testing.  The following charts show 

the results of our 2015 water clarity and temperature testing.   By Jerry Collins 

The water clarity depth in the deep hole near the State Park fishing pier. 

4/18/15   6/19/15   7/10/15   8/14/15   8/21/15   10/7/15 

 3 Ft.        5.5 Ft.      6 Ft.      4.6 Ft.      5 Ft.       6.2 Ft.           (continued on page 9) 

WATCHING A SANDHILL CRANE FAMILY 

While staying at our cottage on Dell Creek in late May 2015, I was lucky enough to closely observe the life of a family 
of Sandhill cranes. On May 26th I noticed a crane sitting on a nest on the edge of the creek, about 100 yards from our 
cottage. The nest was only about 30 feet from the Hwy 23 Dell Creek bridge. From the bridge I could easily see that 
there were two large brownish colored eggs in the nest. Both the male and female cranes were continually either 
sitting on the eggs or standing nearby guarding the nest site. 
  
 I began to think of all the dangers that may lie ahead for the nesting cranes. What if the heavy rain brought the creek 
level up and flooded out the nest? Would the local predators, (raccoons, coyotes, foxes, eagles) rob the nest of the 
two vulnerable eggs? Would the cool temperatures prevent the eggs from hatching? Would passing kayakers or fish-
ermen scare the adult cranes away from the nest, leaving the eggs unprotected. On May 30st one egg hatched. A tiny 
fuzzy brown crane chick was stumbling around in the tall grass while its proud parents stood close by looking on. I’m 
not sure of the fate of the second egg. 
 
The parent cranes and their chick spent the first day and one half on the south side of the creek pecking at the mud 
and eating bugs in the grass. The chick imitated everything the adults did. On the morning of June 1st the crane family 
was on the north side of the creek in Frank Craig’s lawn feeding on bugs. I couldn’t imagine how that little crane chick 
had gotten across the creek but it must have either swam the creek or walked across the bridge with its parents. It’s 
amazing how quickly new born animals learn to adapt. For the next four days I watched the parent cranes move up 
and down the creek with the fast growing chick on their heels. While the chick pecked in the mud on the edge of the 
creek and wandered through the tall marsh grass eating anything that moved, the parent cranes stayed right by its 
side always vigilant for signs of danger. At 6 am on June 6th I was preparing to head back to the city when I got one 
more look at the crane family. Through the sun drenched haze rising from the creek I spotted ripples in the water and 
saw the two adult cranes and the fuzzy baby pecking in the mud looking for their early morning breakfast. Every day 
that the crane family survives together improves chances that the young chick will return to Dell Creek as an adult 
next year. 
 
I’m sure the crane family will gradually wander farther and farther from my view of the area near our cottage. I can 
only say how lucky I was to witness this small part of this one crane family’s life.  By Jerry Collins 
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The whitetail deer is the Wisconsin state wildlife animal. 
We all enjoy watching them, as long as they’re not in front 
of our car! But what do you know about them? Here’s a 
few facts you can use to stump your friends: 

 
 Whitetail deer can run up to 40 miles per hour 
 Whitetail deer can jump a 9 foot high fence 
 Whitetail deer can swim 13 miles per hour 
 Whitetail deer can long jump 30 feet 
 Whitetail deer and mule deer are the only deer species 

native to North America 
 Whitetail deer antlers grow as much as 1/2 inch per 

day in spring and summer, making them the fastest 
growing animal tissue known to man 

 Two whitetail deer can produce 35 offspring in 7 years 
 Whitetail deer fawns weigh between 5 and 7 pounds 

when born 
 Whitetail deer fawns can walk slowly on shaky legs 20 

minutes after being born  
 Whitetail deer are fully grown at 4 1/2 years old 
 Whitetail deer have an average life span of 8 to 11 

years 
 The oldest whitetail deer on record lived to be 19 

years old 
 The average whitetail deer stands 3 to 3 1/2 feet tall 

and weighs 150 pounds 
 The heaviest whitetail deer on record weighed 402 

pounds when field dressed and had an estimated live 
weight of 511 pounds 

 
 

By Mark Blakeslee 

ICY WONDERLAND - DANGER THIN ICE 

WISCONSIN WHITETAIL DEER 
 PAGE 4 

Winter is coming and pretty soon, Mirror Lake will be one 
big frozen ice cube. But, how do you know when you can 
venture out on it and take all the necessities needed for a 
fund day on the ice? There are a lot of charts out there 
and most of them say the same thing. So here is a good 
guide to go by. This is for new, solid, clear, blue or black 
lake ice. 
 
2” or less – STAY OFF or, you’ll get wet! 
4” – Ice fishing, skating, or other activities on foot 
5”-6” – Snowmobiles or ATVs 
8”-12” – Cars or small trucks 
12”-15” – Medium Trucks 
 
There’s an ice shanty full of factors that would cause ice to 
not be safe. The above chart is a guideline and not always 
the rule. For example, white ice, snow ice or slush is only 
about half as strong as new ice. A good rule is to double 

the above thickness guideline when traveling on white ice. 
The strength of river ice is 15% less. The narrows can be 
open water when the rest of the lake is frozen solid! 
 
Temperature, snow cover, currents, springs and rough fish 
all affect the relative safety of ice. Salt from the interstate 
bridge weakens the ice. Ice is seldom the same thickness 
over a single body of water; it can be two feet thick in one 
place and one inch thick a few yards away. Check the ice at 
least every 150 feet. Remember, always be cautious. If you 
are unsure if the ice is safe, don't take any chances. 

By Mark Blakeslee 
 

Deep down within the frozen brook 
I hear a murmur faint and sweet, 
And lo! The ice breaks as I look, 
And living water touch my feet. 

Jane Goodwin Austin 
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Princess Nadonis Shawa had many friends in the Mirror Lake and Baraboo area 
including Bunny Page.  She painted  a picture of a clown on the back of a flag 
that had been on Bunny Page’s boat.  The front of the flag says Captain Bunny 
Page.    She was also friends with Glenn Helley and his family.  Tom Tesch recalls 
visiting her as a child while at his Grandfather Edward Tesch’s near by cabin.  She 
visited with Lou Ringling at her Morris Hotel on Mirror Lake in July 1921. 
 
Other friends were the Ray Hanger family.  She was especially close to little Den-
ny & Terry Hanger who she referred to as her nephews and they to her as 
“Auntie Nadonis.”   Her December 7, 1937 letter to 11 year old Denny from New 
York mentioned that she was sending Christmas gifts to 4 boys, Denny & Terry, a 
boy in Madison and James the son of the Corner Drug Store man in Baraboo.  
She signed her letters “Love & Kisses & Big Bear Hugs. Aunt Douis” 
 
In 1950, Princess Nadonis Shawa said she was “teaching children Dramatics at 
Madison, WI also Play Grounds sponsored by the Board of Education, and a job 
on W.P.A.”  She was in her glory when she was around children.  Many children 
remember visiting her at her Fern Dell log home.  She loved to read stories to 
children.  She sent Dennis Hanger books so he could “build his own little library.” 
 
Princess Nadonis was known for her Indian lectures, demonstrations and speak-
ing before many clubs.  She can be found using this stage name as early as June 
1915.  While performing in Michigan in 1920 she added Shawa to her name 
which Peterson says is a short version of a Michigan Lower Peninsula Ottawa 
Indian Band name.   She traveled and performed on the Lyceum and Chautauqua circuits from about 1920 until 1930.  
 
She held herself out to be affiliated with several different Indian tribes.  A 1917 New Jersey newspaper article says 
that she is a full blooded Chippewa Indian.  In 1920 a Michigan newspaper article says she is a North American Indian.  
The July 1921  Baraboo News Republic and La Crosse Tribune newspaper articles say; “She is an Ojibway, half French, 
born at Quebec about 30 years ago and retains the characteristics of the native American chiefly in her wonderful 
bronze coloring.  She is a beauty with none of the high cheek bones and narrowing forehead of the Indian but with 
massive hair, densely black, brought down into two thick braids.  She has glorious black eyes, regular features and al-
most has something of the stature of an Amazon except in height which merely is that of a large woman.  Her hands 
are small and nicely shaped as also are her arms, neck and all her features.  The articles say “Shawa which means 
White Eagle, who is her husband.”  An Indian Recital programs lists her as Princess Nadonis Shawa White Eagle. 
 
She performed with Albert Lowe, a Winnebago Indian of the Decorah family.  His great-great grandmother was Glory 
of the Morning.  His stage name was Chief Kanokah White Eagle and she referred to him as Kono. They met in New 
York around 1915.  He served in the Army from 1917 to 1919.  After his return they travelled around the country per-
forming from about 1919 to 1930.  They said that they married in 1919 and were known in the area as Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Lowe.  However, she was still married to her first husband, Harry T. Burleigh, until his death in 1949.   
 
Albert and Louise’s first foster daughter, Louise Fournier, came to them in 1924 at age 6 from the Mount Pleasant In-
dian School in Michigan.  She was baptized Carole Louise Lowe at the Baraboo Trinity Episcopal Church.   Lou Ringling 
belonged to this church.  In 1927, Sister Superior of the Saginaw, Michigan orphanage reported that “Della was stolen 
by a woman who called herself Princess Nadonis Shawa“ after several visits.  Della Harrington was the daughter of her 
deceased friend Amy Peterson, an Ottawa Indian.  Della’s aunt had placed her in the orphanage when she was 5 years 
old.  At age 13, Della became Albert and Louise’s second foster daughter.  The girls lived with them at their Mirror 
Lake home during the summer and attended the Tomah Indian School during the school year while Princess Nadonis 
Shawa and Chief Kanokah White Eagle traveled the country performing.  (Continued on Page 6). 



Albert left Louise in 1930 and married a Winnebago women.  He continued to per-
form in the Dells area and lived in the Indian Village.  Louise never got over Albert 
leaving her and said that his family had kidnapped him.  She struggled as a single 
mother of 2 beautiful foster daughters.  In a 1950 letter to her son, Alston Burleigh, 
she says “Judge Adolph Andro is the Justice of Peace of Sauk County.  He has been 
a faithful friend of mine thru all of my terrible years of suffering.  20 years since 
they stole Kono.  He was acquainted with Kono and he understood how we were 
situated.  He knows I have a son Alston Burleigh and he fixed all of the papers for 
the ‘will’ last month where I had to sign ‘Burleigh’.”   In the letter she refers to her 
husband Harry T. Burleigh who had died in 1949 as ‘Dad’.  Harry’s will had left most 
of his money to his housekeeper so Louise and her son Alston joined forces to con-
test the will which they succeeded in doing.  Alston also contested Louis’ will that 
left almost everything to Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Helley.  It is because of these contest-
ed wills and the letters entered into evidence that we know so much about her. 
 
Her February 2, 1954 letter says “The 15th of Feb I will be 72 years old but because 
of my entertaining, I have put my age back and to 65 yrs.  So I have to keep it now 
at 65 yrs.”  She also mentions that “my share of the money is approximately $1000 
every 6 mo. That is from Royalties from my first husbands compositions.  Mr. Clements is a young man and he did not 
know the name Harry T. Burleigh and it is necessary not to explain you understand.  You know as well as I do, that ra-
cial prejudice is a very unfair thing.”   Alston met her adopted daughter, Carole, while performing in Chicago in 1929. 
 
She writes from California in 1954 that she is trying to adopt her Indian foster daughter, Della Harrington Kindness’s, 
17 year old son Dale Kindness, Jr.  He had lived in the Sparta Wisconsin School for Neglected Children since he was 3 
weeks old.  She visited often, he called her mother and she loved him.  She writes “I don’t know how I can manage 
without the boy Dale Kindness, my home is very primitive, it is necessary to carry water up a steep hill, so far we have 
an ‘outhouse’ and we use kerosene lamps, ect.  The spot is ideal, it is on the Lake and it is surrounded by tall lovely 
pine trees, it will make a grand house, if I am able to have it remodeled and of course it is the dearest spot on earth to 
me.  I am praying that the chance will come when I can fix it all up.  I have some very lovely things that I have been 
saving for long years, with the hope of having a nice comfy house.  The country there is very very beautiful!”   She 
wasn’t able to adopt Dale.  Dale died February 9, 1993 in San Francisco, CA.  No one has been able to find Della. 
 
Rebecca Louise Alston was born February 15, 1880 in Washington D.C.   She was raised as an African American.  It is 
possible that she was part Indian.  She married Harry T. Burleigh, the famous African American composer in 1898 
when she was 18 years old.  Their son Alston Waters Burleigh was born in 1899.  They lived in the African American 
community in New York.  In the 1890’s she dropped her first name Rebecca and became Louise Alston Burleigh.   
 
Louise Alston Burleigh was a talented singer and performer.  As a poet she wrote in two styles; serious conventional 
poems and African American dialect poetry.  Many of her serious conventional poems were set to music by both her 
husband and composer Samuel Coolidge-Taylor.  By 1911, she was planning to publish her volume of poems, Echoes 
from the Southland.  She performed with her husband, Harry T. Burleigh.  He performed as a baritone vocalist and she 
recited her dialect poetry.  They traveled to England in 1908 where he performed at Buckingham Palace.   
 
Louise took Alston to England in 1909 to attend a prestigious private English school.  There she first performed Indian 
music and lore as Princess Red Feather.  She performed as Princess Red Feather alongside her husband  in 1913 in 
New York.  In 1913, they performed in England where she was already well known as Princess Red Feather.  Later an-
other performer, Princess Tsianina Redfeather, asked her to use a different stage name.  She chose Princess Nadonis.  
Harry brought Alston back to America in 1914 when World War I broke out.  She resented Harry having more recogni-
tion and he resented her transformation to an Indian performer.  Louise abandoned Harry and Alston sometime be-
tween 1913 and 1915.  In 1915 Alston went to live with Louise’s mother, Rachel Farley, in Washington D.C.  She kept 
in contact with Alston but never reconciled with her husband nor did they divorce.  (Continued on Page 7). 
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PRINCESS NADONIS SHAWA (CONT.) 

 

 PAGE 7 

Mammy’s Li’l Baby  
(Cradle Song by Louise Alston Burleigh 1903) 

 
Mammy’s little baby, Lay your curly head, 

On this snow white pillow, In your trundle bed. 
Mammy’s little baby, Dropping just a tear; 

Mammy’s got you, honey, In this cabin here; 
Mammy’s got you, honey, Don’t you have a fear! 

Mammy’s little lambkin, Crying in your sleep; 
Never mind, my honey, Angels watch will keep. 

Mammy’s little baby, Turn your face awhile; 
Let me in your sleeping Feel you trust me, child; 
Let me thro’ your weeping See your angel smile. 

Mammy’s little baby Now is fast asleep. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poem by Princess Nadonis Shawa 
 
Look Pleasant! The world is taking 
A picture of your woes. 
So brush away the little frown 
And let the world suppose. 
 
Hope 
I will not cease searching 
For places unknown 
I will not cease hoping 
To kneel at the throne. 
But on through the darkness 
Of trouble and care 
I go daily praying 
To find comfort there. 
 
I will not cease toiling 
As days come and go. 
I will not cease trying 
To conquer the foe. 
‘Til my frail body weakens 
And sinks to the sod 
And my soul is uplifted 
To anchor with God. 

Princess Nadonis Shawa died April 9, 1958  at age 78 In Duarte, California near Los Angeles.  All of her obituaries said 
that she was 70 when she died so her show business age stayed with her as well as her stage name to the end.  Her 
funeral was held at Fedderly Funeral Home in the Wisconsin Dells with the Rev. J.W. Davies officiating.  She is buried 
in the Spring Grove cemetery in Wisconsin Dells.  There is no headstone on her grave but the caretaker knows the lo-
cation by her name Louise Alston Burleigh.  Her son Major Alston Burleigh of Washington D.C. attended her funeral.   
 
Her foster daughter, Carole (Lowe) Vonder Haar lived in Vallejo, CA near San Francisco.  She has provided much infor-
mation to researchers over the years.  She died July 10, 2004 at age 85.  She was able to attend her grandson, Robert 
Fournier’s, wedding in June 2001 along with her daughter, Vickie Vonder Haar, also of Vallejo.   
 
In 2014, Craig von Buseck an Erie, Pennsylvania native like Harry T. Burleigh, published the book “Nobody Knows - The 
Harry T. Burleigh Story” which includes information about Louise Alston Burleigh.  Jean E. Snyder, a Pennsylvania Pro-
fessor, has a book coming out February 2016, “Harry T. Burleigh: From the Spiritual to Harlem Renaissance.”  Jean E. 
Snyder gave a presentation at the Ottawa Conference in 2010 “Scandalize My Name - Louise Burleigh Becomes Prin-
cess Nadonis Shawa” so I hope she has something about Princess Nadonis in her new book. 
 
Several descendants of the Fern Dell property owners are planning to attend the 50th Anniversary of the Mirror Lake 
State Park next year.  Hopefully they will bring with them many memories of Fern Dell and Princess Nadonis. 
 
Thanks to Carolyne Kotchi and Dennis Hanger for sharing their memories and information on Princess Nadonis; Da-
vid Peterson, Craig von Buseck and Jean E. Snyder for their research on Princess Nadonis; Wisconsin Dells Events and 
Baraboo News Republic; many other newspapers and many others who shared their memories. 



If you have any old family photos, family history, cottage histo-
ry, postcards or interesting letters regarding Mirror Lake that 
we could copy to keep in our MLA archives, please send them 
to Mark Blakeslee or Cathy Sperl. We want to help keep the 
history of the lake alive for future generations. 

OLD MIRROR LAKE MEMEROBILIA 
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1961 Plat map of Fern Dell and Page’s Additions.  Princess 
Nadonis lots 6 & 7of Block 2 in green in middle top of map.  The 
owner shown on the map is Lawrence A. Echstein.  The Fern Dell 
ravine is shown as well as Page’s Point at the end of the ravine. 
Seth C Peterson cottage is shown at bottom as lots 5-8 of Block 

Princess Nadonis cabin on Mirror Lake at Fern Dell  lots 6 & 7 Block 2  in 1964. Provided by Dennis Hanger. 



                   Mail to: Mirror Lake Association, Inc. 

                   P.O. Box 216, Lake Delton, WI  53940 

INTERESTED IN BEING A MEMBER IN THE MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION? 
 

Membership Form  —  Please enclose this with your check. 

 
Name(s)                                   Phone     
 
Address       City                  State    Zip   
 
Email address                            
 

Annual dues are for the period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 
 
Membership Dues per Individual_______@ $20.00 each               $____________  
  
Additional Membership Dues per Individual_______@ $20.00                   $____________ 
Please include addresses. 
 
Tax Deductible Contribution                  $____________ 

 
       Total Enclosed $____________ 
 
Dues and contributions to Mirror Lake Association are fully deductible for federal income tax purposes to the extent provided by law. 
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Reflections from Mirror Lake 
is a publication of the Mirror Lake Association Inc., a     
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   
 
Mirror Lake Association, Inc. is located in Sauk County,      
Wisconsin and was organized November 16, 1986 for the   

purposes of promoting and improving: the physical     
appearance; well being; and protecting the future of    
Mirror Lake. 
 
Printer: Minutemen Press, Baraboo, WI 
Editor: Cathy Sperl, Lake Delton, WI  
 catherine.sperl2@frontier.com 
 
Submit articles/photos to Mark Blakeslee at: 

mblakeslee@uwalumni.com 
 
Webmaster: Katie Blakeslee, Middleton, WI  
Visit our website at: 

www.mirrorlakeassociation.com  
 
Mirror Lake Association, Inc. Board of Directors 
President: Mark Blakeslee 
Vice President: Marc Jaeger 
Secretary: Dave Clemens 
Treasurer: Cathy Sperl 
Director: Jerry Collins 
Director: Greg Gustafson 
Director: Scott MacWilliams 
Past President: Waldo Peterson 

2015 Water temperature near MLSP pier deep hole 

 06/19/2015 

Depth Temp. D.O. 

FEET 
DE-

GREE
S F 

 

1 73.2  

3 71.6  

6 65.8  

9 60.8  

07/10/2015 

Depth Temp. D.O. 

FEET 

DE-
GREE

S F 

 

1 74.1  

3 69.6  

6 66.2  

9 63.8  

08/21/2015 

Depth Temp. D.O. 

FEET 

DE-
GREE

S F 

MG/L 

1 78.26 7.67 

3 77.9 7.6 

6 77 7.61 

9 76.46 7.63 

10/07/2015 

Depth Temp. D.O. 

FEET 

DE-
GREE

S F 

 

1 60  

3 56.6  

6 55.4  

9 53.2  

04/18/2015 

Depth Temp. D.O. 

FEET 

DE-
GREE

S F 

 

0 60.2  

3 59.7  

6 59  

9 54.6  

08/14/2015 

Depth Temp. D.O. 

FEET 

DE-
GREE

S F 
 

1 74.1  

3 72.3  

6 67.8  

9 64.7  



CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 
 January 17: Mirror Lake Fisheree 
 
 April 30: Project CLEAN Picnic at Fireman’s Park 
 

 June 18: MLA Annual Meeting 9 am  
 

 August 12-14: MLSP 50th Anniversary Celebration 
 
 August 20: MLMD Annual Meeting 9 am 
 
 August 20: MLA Annual Picnic at State Park Beach 1 pm 
 
 September 3: 5th Annual Flotilla 
 

Beginning in the winter of 2015, the State Trail Pass will be 
required for visitors over the age of 16 using the park’s 
groomed cross country ski trails.  Mirror Lake State Park pro-
vides some of the highest miles of groomed ski trails in the 
southern third of the state, and practices an active grooming 
and maintenance program.   
 
This, along with some changes to the State Park System budg-
et and funding formulas are factors that have initiated the 
trail pass requirement at Mirror Lake.  While fees charged for 
the trail passes will not stay directly at the park, they do go to 
a State Park fund that is used for park operations including 
the continued upkeep, grooming, and improvements to the 
19 miles of ski trails here at Mirror Lake State Park. 
 
If you do visit the park for cross country skiing we hope that 
you enjoy your experience and recognize the value in the fee 
associated with the trail pass.  The park has a variety of equip-
ment that is used to groom and maintain the trails including a 
tracked utility vehicle, a snowmobile, two groomer/track 
setters, and a variety of rollers, drags, and other equipment.  
Staff also spends many hours each week on grooming work, 
and take pride in offering an enjoyable and safe skiing outing. 
We invite you to experience the park in winter, and enjoy the 
many opportunities for outdoor recreation.   

CHANGES FOR MIRROR LAKE STATE PARK WINTER USE 

 

While the tail pass will be required on groomed ski trail it will not 
be required for visitors that choose to hike or snowshoe on trails 
open for those uses.  As a reminder groomed ski trails are only 
open to skiing – no hiking, snowshoeing, dogs, or fat tired bikes.  
The summer bike trails will not require the trail pass. 
 
This winter will also see additional alterations to the fee structure 
for Mirror Lake, and all Wisconsin State Parks.  The most recent 
State Budget created a variety of changes to the Wisconsin State 
Park System, and one among those was an increase in daily and 
annual admission sticker fees.  Beginning in January of 2016 
(stickers will go on sale early December 2015) the new vehicle ad-
mission fees will be: Resident Daily - $8.00, Resident Annual 
$28.00, Reduced Rate Annual $15.50, Resident Senior Daily $3.00, 
Resident Senior Annual $13.00, Non-Resident Daily $11.00, Non-
Resident Annual $38.00, Reduced Rate Non-Resident Annual 
$20.50, One –Hour (Resident and Non-Resident) $5.00.  Resident 
or non-resident status is determined by the license plates on the 
vehicle.   
 
Your camping and admission fees will be used directly to fund Mir-
ror Lake and all the State Parks in Wisconsin.  We sincerely hope 
that you find a truly wonderful experience if you visit just once, or 
return time and time again to enjoy our beautiful state parks. 

By Ryder Will, Mirror State Park Superintendent  

REFLECTIONS  From Mirror Lake 

MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. BOX 216 
LAKE DELTON, WI  53940 


