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A NIGHT AT SETH PETERSON by Mark Blakeslee 

My parents bought our cottage on Mirror Lake in 1962. That’s 53 years ago! All that time I have known there is a 

little cottage on top of the hill on the other side of the Estervigs. As kids we would crawl around in the ruins to 

satisfy our curiosity. Later on, after it was refurbished, we would take the tour in awe of all the work they did. Final-

ly after all this time, one day in February I checked the occupancy calendar at sandcounty.com and saw two nights 

open in mid-March. I called up and made our reservations to stay there. Kathe and I always talked of going, and if 

we did, we always wanted to stay in the winter since we can’t stay at our cottage then. We could stay at our 

cottage, but Kathe has a problem staying somewhere where her wine freezes in the glass before she can drink it. 

We went thinking 

that in two days 

we would have 

time to cross 

country ski and 

hike the snowy 

winter trails of 

the park (or may-

be blaze a few of 

our own). The first 

problem with that 

plan was when we 

got there, the 

snow had all melt-

ed and the tem-

peratures were in 

the 50s. However, it turned out to not be a problem at all. Once we arrived we built a fire in the big open fireplace, 

walked around in our socks on the heated stone floor, opened that bottle of wine at the proper temperature, and 

looked out the wall of windows at the forest and many birds and creatures that visited the bird feeder. 

It was so relaxing that we didn’t go outside at all. We were pleasantly happy to just sit inside and let the world re-

volve around us. This is not the normal for us. Usually we have to be doing something, especially when there’s a 

forested wonderland right outside the door. It even snowed while we were there! There was just something about 

the place that made you want to enjoy the building and the surroundings around you. Oddly enough, that’s what 

the brochure said about the place, but whoever believes tourist brochures? 

Therefore, if you have never gone to tour the Seth Peterson cottage, I recommend you go on the 2nd Sunday of 

every month to see what you are missing. If you have never stayed a night there, I highly recommend you go to 

Sand County Vacation Rentals at sandcounty.com and check out vacancies for the cottage. They are booked most 

of the time, but openings happen and sometimes you can sneak in. 

This is one of those great places that is right in your backyard. People from around the world come to see it. Next 

time you’re at the lake, drive those 5 miles or so and take a look at it. It’s worth the time. 
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 President’s Update   June 2015 
 
Summer has quickly come upon us. The 29th Annual Meeting of 
the Mirror Lake Association is right around the corner. We’re 
going to change things up a little this year. We’re going to 
change one of our longstanding traditions and have our 
meeting at the new amphitheater at the Mirror Lake State Park. 
The Friends of Mirror Lake State Park and park staff did such a 
great job in creating and fundraising for this tremendous asset 
to the park, for this year I thought we would show it off to all of 
you.  Don’t fear, if the weather doesn’t cooperate, Bob Prosser 
will let us come back to Ishnala and have it there.  
 
The Annual Meeting will be on June 20th starting at 9:00AM. 
Sign-in will begin at 8:45AM. This year we will keep the meeting 
to about an hour and have a social time afterwards. Please see 
the draft agenda in this newsletter. 
 
The Annual Meeting is the time we elect who will serve on the 
Board of the Mirror Lake Association. This year Dave Clemens’ 
and Mark Blakeslee’s terms expire. We are both running for re-
election. Nominations for anyone else who wishes to run can 
be sent to me at my home: 4619 Edgewood Court, Middleton, 
WI 53562 or via e-mail at mblakeslee@uwalumni.com. 
 
This year will be another busy time for the lake association; our 
annual meeting on June 20th, the annual picnic on August 15th, 
and the flotilla on August 29th. Those are just some of the so-

cial happenings. 
 
On the working side, between the lake association and the Mir-
ror Lake Management District, we will continue to be doing 
chemical testing of the lake’s water, harvesting the aquatic veg-
etation, and running the Clean Boats, Clean Waters program for 
the second straight year.  
 
This summer we will also be doing more monitoring of the lake 
for invasive aquatic species in our attempt to locate and map 
their growth. With this information we can then decide to con-
trol or eradicate them. This monitoring is a very important next 
step in our ability to control invasive plants. This is where we 
need volunteer help from our members. Mirror Lake isn’t large, 
but it can be if you are looking for small patches of plants. If 
you’d like to volunteer to take-on part of the lake to monitor as 
you take a boat ride, please let myself or any of the board 
members know and we will get you the training and tools to 
help in this important way.  
 
I’d love to hear your feedback.  If you have any thoughts, com-
ments or concerns, please give me a call or send an e-mail.  I 
look forward to hearing from you.  My cell phone number is 
608-575-4652 and my e-mail is mblakeslee@uwalumni.com. 
I look forward to seeing all of you at the Annual Meeting June 
20th.    
 
From the west end,                   Mark Blakeslee 

The Delton Sportsmen’s 
Club’s 2015 Fisheree was 
another great success!   
 
With blue sunny skies and 
warm temperatures, it was a 
perfect day to be out on the 
ice. As usual, cars, trucks 
and shanties were every-
where on the lake looking 
for that prize winning fish.   
 
The Delton Sportsmen’s Club 
did a great job in running 
the Fisheree and we thank 
them for their many years of 
holding it on Mirror Lake.   

These folks stopped by the Mirror Lake State Park unaware of the Fisheree and were so 
impressed that they posted a video on YouTube.   
Check it out at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsX4J6bStLc 

The 2015 FISHEREE 
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A good looking group at the 2015 Project 
C.L.E.A.N.! 

2015 Project CLEAN Crew 
Top MLA Volunteers met 
at MLSP .  Left Middle: 3 
generations of Blakeslee 
crew. Left Bottom: Town 
of Delton helped pick up 

and dispose of trash.  
Bottom right: Dells Boy 

Scout Troop crew. 
Right Middle: Mark Obois 

cooked his famous ribs  
and smoked salmon for 
the  picnic lunch at Lake 
Delton’s Fireman’s Park. 
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WHAT DO CITIZEN LAKE MONITORS DO? 

Water Clarity Monitoring 
The volunteer lowers an 8” diameter, black & white disc (“Secchi disc”) into the deepest part of the lake to determine how far 
down they can see the disc as it is lowered. Water clarity monitoring is done every 10-14 days throughout the open-water season. 
Water clarity is a quick way to estimate lake health, and it plays an important role in determining the types of plants and animals 
that a water body can support.  
 

Water Chemistry Monitoring 
Water chemistry volunteers measure phosphorus levels, chlorophyll-A concentrations (a measure of algae growth in the water), 
water clarity, and a temperature profile from the top to the bottom of the lake. This type of monitoring is done four times per 
year, and requires several hours of time during each monitoring event. Chemistry monitoring helps determine if nutrient pollution 
is occurring in a lake, or if seasonal fish die-offs may be a possibility due to low oxygen levels.  
 

Ice-on/Ice-off Monitoring 
This is a simple type of lake monitoring. Volunteers simply record the date that ice completely covers the lake in the fall, and rec-
ord the date that the ice is completely gone from the lake in the spring. This information is used to track changes in the open-
water season, which is useful in many different types of lake-related research projects.  
 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Monitoring 
AIS monitoring involves searching the lake for aquatic invasive species like Eurasian watermilfoil, zebra mussels, rusty crayfish, and 
others. The frequency that volunteers perform AIS monitoring varies, but most volunteers do this a few times per year. Most vol-
unteers conduct AIS monitoring in high-risk sites around their lakes (like boat landings) to detect early populations of AIS. Early 
detection of AIS is crucial for effective, inexpensive management, so these volunteers are incredibly valuable.  
 

Native Aquatic Plant Monitoring 
This type of volunteer lake monitoring involves collecting data on a lake’s native aquatic plant community. These activities are re-
peated every 2-3 years to track changes in the abundance and distribution of these species. Aquatic plant identification training is 
provided by the CLMN Educator or the Regional CLMN Coordinator, usually at the lake being monitored. Native plant monitoring is 
broken down into three levels, which a volunteer can choose from depending on their familiarity with aquatic plant identification 
and the amount of time they have available.  
 

CITIZEN LAKE MONITORING 

The MLMD and MLA are initiating a program called the Citizen Lakes Monitoring Network (CLMN) to allow citizen volunteers to 
periodically monitor and report changes in density and coverage of known patches of Eurasian Water Milfoil and Curley Leaf 
Pondweed in our lake. The monitoring can be done while doing your normal relaxing cruise around the lake. There will be on the 
water group education cruises to familiarize the volunteers with the invasive vegetation that needs monitoring.  
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If you would like to volunteer 
to help in this program  
contact Jerry Collins at  
608-838-8620 or at  
glcsandrac@charter.net 

Source: Stevens Point UW-EX Lakes CLMN training at http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/clmn/

default.aspx 



LIONS,TIGERS AND AIS, OH MY!  

As part of the Mirror Lake Management Plan an 

inventory of aquatic plants was taken.  It found: 

 Native aquatic plant community is of high 

quality for the region and comparable to oth-

er lakes state-wide 

 High native species richness (31 species) 

 High species diversity 

 4 non-native, invasive species of concern: 

Eurasian water milfoil, curly-leaf pondweed, 

pale-yellow iris and Japanese knotweed 

 Excessive growth of duckweed (high nitrate 

levels)  
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No, we’re not in Kansas, but Wisconsin has enough problems of 
its own, minus the lions and tigers. Invasive species are organ-
isms that are not natural to an area, and can potentially cause a 
great deal of  harm to native plants and animals. They are the 
second most detrimental problem to biodiversity, behind habitat 
degradation from humans. Some terrestrial species invasive to 
Wisconsin include garlic mustard, spotted knapweed, and the 
emerald ash borer.  
 
Focusing on our beautiful Mirror Lake, there is another set of 
predators on the loose: Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS). The Mir-
ror Lake Management District (MLMD) and the Mirror Lake As-
sociation (MLA) are currently placing their focus on aquatic inva-
sive species to better the quality of the lake environment for the 
visitors who come to enjoy the lake’s beauty. Unfortunately, 
Mirror Lake has been invaded by curly-leaf pondweed and Eura-
sian water-milfoil.  
 
Since identifying these problematic species, the MLMD,  MLA 
and Wisconsin DNR have effectively implemented a few man-
agement strategies to try and keep these nuisances at bay. A 
lake survey conducted last year that is now being continued into 
this summer is one method. Measurements that will be taken 
include total phosphorous (TP), water clarity, and chlorophyll. 
Once these measurements have been collected over a period of 
time, a proposal can be put together on how to manage any 
problematic areas the lake may be facing.  
 
Another approach that has been running since last summer is 
the Clean Boats Clean Waters program. The station for this is 
located by the park’s main boat landing and operates on week-
ends from Memorial Day to Labor Day. This program aims to 

educate the public about aquatic invasive species and how to 
prevent their spread, specifically among the boating population. 
A few things boaters can do to help include:  
 

 Inspecting your boat before entering and leaving a body of 
water for dangling weeds and removing them  

 

 Draining live-wells and putting any kept fish on ice (keeps 
them fresh too!)  

 
 Throwing away live bait used in the lake (organisms in con-

tact with an infected body of water can carry invasives)  
 
And now we call on YOU, fellow citizens, to help us halt these 
harassing inhabitants! As you make your way around the lake, 
whether in a canoe, on a boat, or walking the shore, keep an eye 
out for AIS! For more information on correct identification, 
Google “Invasive Species – Wisconsin DNR” and under Re-
sources, click “Education.”  
 
We are all stewards of the land; we are able to enjoy nature and 
all of its beauty without being required to do anything in return. 
The least we can do is uphold its beauty and take care of all the 
wonders it has to offer. As Aldo Leopold wisely stated, “We 
abuse land because we see it as a commodity belonging to us.  
When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may 
begin to use it with love and respect.”  
 
- By Kayla Fuller  
UW-Stevens Point undergraduate 
Biology and Water Resource  Majors 

INVASIVE AQUATIC PLANTS 

Eurasian watermilfoil has 12+ pairs of leaflets per leaf, while native watermilfoils tend 

to have <12 pairs.  Curly-leaf pondweed has growth spurt from ice out and then dies 

back in June/July.  Source of pictures Stevens Point UW-EX Lakes CLMN training 

at  http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/clmn/



OLD MIRROR LAKE MEMEROBILIA 

When you drive into the Mirror Lake State Park and go past the office at the en-

trance, take a quick look to the north (left). At the other side of the parking lot is a 

new shed to store wood to be sold to campers. It takes the place of a little lean-to 

next to the office. The Friends of Mirror Lake State Park (FMLSP) raised the funds 

and the Delton Sportsmen Club put their construction skills to work to make this a 

reality. The FMLSP have regular wood cutting days to fill the shed. Firewood sales 

are one of their main fundraising sources. A huge thank you goes to the people in 

both organizations for sacrificing their free time to provide these great assets that 

make Mirror Lake State Park one of the best in the state. 

The MLA always encourages its members to join and participate in both of these 

great organizations. The little bit it cost you goes a long way to making Mirror 

Lake, the park, and the Delton area a better place. 
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Let the rain come!  Delton Sportsmen Club 
members building the new woodshed so the 
campers will have dry firewood rain or shine. 

MIRROR LAKE STATE PARK NEW WOODSHED 

 

These are old brochure for Mirror Lake Boat Lines.  The above 
brochure mentions a choice of a stream-lined Chris-craft or 
brad-beamed Catalina .  It also mentions many points of inter-
est on the lake - some are long forgotten. The brochure on the 
right shows a picture of Lady on the Lake and mentions what 
famous people have to say about Mirror Lake.  The color picture 
on the right is of Lady on the Lake in front of Ishnala Restau-
rant.  If you have any stories to share relating to these bro-
chures or the picture please contact Cathy Sperl. 



                   Mail to: Mirror Lake Association, Inc. 

                   P.O. Box 216, Lake Delton, WI  53940 

INTERESTED IN BEING A MEMBER IN THE MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION? 
 

Membership Form  —  Please enclose this with your check. 

 
Name(s)                                   Phone     
 
Address       City                  State    Zip   
 
Email address                            
 

Annual dues are for the period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 
 
Membership Dues per Individual_______@ $20.00 each               $____________  
  
Additional Membership Dues per Individual_______@ $20.00                   $____________ 
Please include addresses. 
 
Tax Deductible Contribution                  $____________ 

 
       Total Enclosed $____________ 
 
Dues and contributions to Mirror Lake Association are fully deductible for federal income tax purposes to the extent provided by law. 
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Reflections from Mirror Lake 
is a publication of the Mirror Lake Association Inc., a     
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   
 
Mirror Lake Association, Inc. is located in Sauk County,      
Wisconsin and was organized November 16, 1986 for the   

purposes of promoting and improving: the physical     
appearance; well being; and protecting the future of    
Mirror Lake. 
 
Printer: Minutemen Press, Baraboo, WI 
Editor: Cathy Sperl, Lake Delton, WI  
 catherine.sperl2@frontier.com 
 
Submit articles/photos to Mark Blakeslee at: 

mblakeslee@uwalumni.com 
 
Webmaster: Katie Blakeslee, Middleton, WI  
Hosted by: AdLit Inc., Wisconsin Dells, WI 
Visit our website at: www.mirrorlakeassociation.com  
 
Mirror Lake Association, Inc. Board of Directors 
President: Mark Blakeslee 
Vice President: Marc Jaeger 
Secretary: Dave Clemens 
Treasurer: Cathy Sperl 
Director: Jerry Collins 
Director: Greg Gustafson 
Director: Scott MacWilliams 
Past President: Waldo Peterson 

MLA FACEBOOK PAGE 

Where do Sandhill cranes, Bo Ryan, early spring canoe and kayakers, 

Project CLEAN announcements, new wardens and fun appear? Why, 

the answer is MIRROR LAKE! But, there is another answer that is 

equally correct. The MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION Facebook page! 

On the association page on Facebook, you’ll see pictures and video 

posted by others with a relationship to MIRROR LAKE. For instance, 

did you know that the latest TRAVEL WISCONSIN commercial featur-

ing Bo Ryan was partially filmed in the state park? You can watch it 

on our Facebook Page. The page is an interesting, easy way to con-

nect with our lake. 

Anyone can post on the page anytime. Wildlife pictures, pictures of 

your family, announcements, news articles, video, you name it! IT’S 

YOUR PAGE! Posting is easy and it’s fun for everyone. 

There are “fans” of the MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION Facebook Page 

in Louisiana, Iowa, California, Maryland, Arkansas, Delaware, Illinois, 

Texas, Pennsylvania, Washington, Colorado, Florida, Utah, England, 

and over 14 towns in Wisconsin! The MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION 

Facebook Page, Give it a try! 

 If you have any old family photos, family history, cottage history, 
postcards or interesting letters regarding Mirror Lake that we could 
copy to keep in our MLA archives, please send them to Mark 
Blakeslee or Cathy Sperl. We want to help keep the history of the 
lake alive for future generations. 



CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 
 June 20: MLA Annual Meeting 9 am  
 
 August 15: MLMD Annual Meeting 9 am 
 

 August 15: MLA Annual Picnic at State Park Beach 1 pm 
 

 August 29: 4th Annual Flotilla 
 
 

 

DRAGONFLY NURSERY! 

 

Memorial Day weekend was more than a three-day holiday; 

it was also a weekend of many births!  

On the Blakeslee pier, Western Flying Adder Dragonflies 

were transforming all over their pier. Every post was covered 

with them.  

Bonney Netzel snapped this picture before they took off to 

live their lives.  

They picked a tough weekend to morph from a crawling bug 

to a flying insect.  

The heavy rains kept them grounded for a few days.  

You don’t want to wash these guys in the lake and let a fish 

have them for lunch.  

Throughout their life they eat huge amounts of mosquitoes!  

They look a lot cuter knowing that, don’t they? 

 

REFLECTIONS  From Mirror Lake 

MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. BOX 216 
LAKE DELTON, WI  53940 


