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Cottages on Mirror Lake 

Written by Marc Jaeger of "Echo Lodge" 
 

 SAUK Y NUK - WHISPIRING PINES 
AUDREY LAATCH - CHARLEY HEWETT 

 
I hadn't exactly started off on the right foot with my new neighbor on Pickerel Slough Road that 
February in 1998.  I had driven my SUV too far down the hill and gotten stuck. Audrey Laatsch had 
come out of her home next to the one we were buying and said "You can't drive down here in the 
winter."  Haven't done it since.  
 
Anyway, with my wife behind the wheel and my infant son in the backseat, I pushed and Audrey 
spread kitty litter under my tires.  After a good long while, the car made it up the hill. Audrey was 
not giving me the evil eye; it was much worse than that.  The look she was giving me said "This is 
the dummy who is moving in next door."  
 
While today I am an avid reader, back then I read very little.  In point of fact, at the time of my 
meeting Audrey for the first time, I was halfway through my first novel in a year or so.  The book 
was "Black Hawk's War" by John Mitchum.  I mention this because I noticed that Audrey had a 
sign by the front of the driveway "Sauk y Nuk."  I had just read where Black Hawk had named his 
home "Sauk y Nuk" (meaning "Blackhawk's Home or "Sauk Home").  Well, I casually mentioned to 
my new neighbor that I admired the name of her home and showed her that I understood the 
meaning behind it.  
 
Audrey, who I was to later learn worked in education all of her live and loved to read, smiled and 
said "Oh, you are a reader!"  While later, it didn't take her long to realize what a doofus I was, for 
that day, at least, I was in her good graces.  
 
Today my great friend and neighbor Charley Hewett, along with his late wife Kristy (whom we 
terribly miss), and their three children, lovingly care for and respect that house and land.  I could 
have never asked for better friends, let alone neighbors.  I cannot help but wonder if Audrey had 
named the house "Whispering Pines" as the Hewetts have done, however would I have won 
Audrey over?  
 
I have been promising to write an article for "Reflections" for over a year on the names of the 
various homes on the lake.  As I began to write this article, it quickly went from a nice little article 
on names to a fond remembrance of someone whose friendship meant a lot to me.  So much so 
that when our daughter Quinn was born around the time that we lost Audrey, we gave my daugh-
ter the middle name, Audrey.  
 
I am grateful to God for the many wonderful people that have become our friends here on Mirror 
Lake.  We've been blessed.  
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President’s Update  March 2014 
 
Someday winter will be over. I think the earth’s history has 
proven that.  But it is sure taking its time!  It has been a long 
cold winter!  Pretty soon we will be running around in t-shirts, 
smelling the spring flowers, fishing without drilling a hole first, 
listening to the birds sing, the cranes screech and frogs croak.  
 
Spring also brings a time when we all begin to get ready for 
spring chores and summer activities.  We all have a long list of 
things that need to be done.  
 
Put May 3rd on your calendar to come to Project C.L.E.A.N. 
Every year Mirror Lake needs a good cleaning!  No matter how 
many times we think we have things cleaned up, somehow it 
keeps getting dirty again.  Along with the roads, we want to get 
more people out on the lake to work the shorelines this year. 
Assuming the ice is out by then.  A long winter means more 
things left on the ice and eventually in the water.  If you have a 
boat or canoe available and want to works some shoreline, let 
me know and we’ll give you an area.  Your help in any of this is 
important and much needed. 
 
Also remember, May 3rd is the running of the Kentucky Derby. 
Many of us gather at the Green Owl to watch the race, talk 
smart, pick the winning horse and show off our derby hats.  It’s 
a good way to take a short break, watch a 120-125 second race, 
and then get back to your days tasks.  
 

On June 21st we will have our Annual Meeting of the MLA. Eve-
ryone is invited.  
 
Per our by-laws, this is the time of year that we call for any 
nominations to the Board of Directors for the 2014-2015 fiscal 
year.  All nominations need to be in writing and sent to Mark 
Blakeslee, 4619 Edgewood Court, Middleton, WI, 53562.  All 
nominations to be considered must be received by April 15, 
2014. 
 
It is with sadness that I report we lost another important per-
son in the Mirror Lake family.  Brian Gilbertson of Lake Delton 
died in a snowmobile accident in February.  Brian did a great 
deal of work on Mirror Lake.  His hard work and dedication will 
be greatly missed.  
 
We appreciate all the work, time and talent many people put in 
to make Mirror Lake our year-around destination by choice. 
You are the ones who make it all happen. 
 
I’d love to hear your feedback.  If you have any thoughts, com-
ments or concerns, please give me a call or send an e-mail.  I 
look forward to hearing from you.  My cell phone number is 
608-575-4652 and my e-mail is mblakeslee@uwalumni.com. 
 
From the west end, have a great 2014! 
 

Mark Blakeslee 

 

 

The Delton Sportsmen’s Club’s 2014 
Fisharee was another great success!   
 
With blue sunny skies and warm tem-
peratures, it was a perfect day to be out 
on the ice. As usual, cars, trucks and 
shanties were everywhere on the lake 
looking for that prize winning fish.   
 
Many prizes were given away, some be-
cause of fishing and some by having one 
of the many lucky raffle tickets.  
 
As in years past, the MLA gave out the 
Dennis “Bud” Reifsteck, Jr Memorial Tro-
phy to the youngster under 12 who 
caught the largest fish.   

In some years past, it didn’t take much to win the trophy. But this year, we had a run-away winner! Six year old Nikolai 
Korovets, from Baraboo pulled in a northern pike that was 28.5 inches long!  All the fishermen, young and old, were 
envious of his success.  Congratulations Nikolai!  The Delton Sportsmen’s Club did a great job in running the Fisharee 
and we thank them for their many years of holding it on Mirror Lake. 

The 2014 FISHEREE 
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Mark Blakeslee presents the Bud Reifsteck Memorial Trophy to Nikolai Korovets. 

mailto:markblakeslee@uwalumni.com


Brian “Gilly” Gilbertson passed away peacefully at age 38.  He was 
surrounded by his parents and rooms full of love from family and 
friends.  Brian was born February 24,1975 during a snowstorm, a 
snowmobile accident on January 21, 2014 claimed his life on Feb-
ruary 1, 2014 and his funeral was held during a gentle snow fall 
on February 8, 2014. (Pictures from Wisconsin Dells Events.) 
  
Brian was a great friend to Mirror Lake and a popular local resi-
dent.  He removed the trees that fell in the lake each year and 

operated the Mirror Lake Management District’s first weed harvester.  He cleaned up the debris that went into Mirror Lake when 
the semi-truck went off interstate I90/94 at the Mirror Lake Bridge in January 2011.  He helped many people put their boats and 
pontoons in the lake each spring and remove them in the fall.  He helped maintain those same watercraft so their owners could 
enjoy using them throughout the season.  In the winter, he plowed snow for many local residents.  Brian was a very kind, friendly, 
fun, energetic, and loyal friend to many on Mirror Lake.  His work attitude matched his zest for life as well. 
 
Brian was loved by many.  He was a 10 year veteran fireman for the  Delton Fire Department.  His funeral was held at the new Del-
ton Fire Station.  Hundreds of people attended his funeral.  Visitation began at 11 a.m. and by noon there was a line of people 75 
feet out the door waiting for their turn to pay their respects as the snow fell gently upon them.  Members of area police, fire and 
EMS services attended in full dress uniform and before the service began, walked by the casket and saluted him.  The station was 
adorned with memorabilia related to him and black ribbons were put on fire trucks and the firefighter statue out front.  After his 
funeral, a Delton fire truck decorated with his fire equipment lead the procession of police, 
fire and EMS vehicle around Lake Delton.  He was the first active Delton firefighter to die. 
   
Brian is survived by his beloved son, Damon B. Gilbertson of Reedsburg; his best girl, Anne 
Phillips of Wisconsin Dells; parents Gary and Jayne (Lehnherr) Gilbertson of Wisconsin Dells; 
sisters, Pam (Mike) Woodward of Dodgeville, and Robin (Dan) Marsich of Wisconsin Dells; 
nephews and nieces, Michael Woodward, Ava, Evan and Vanessa Marsich; his chocolate lab 
dog, Butch, his constant companion; and his cousin who is also a great friend of Mirror Lake, 
Kathy (Steve) Zowin of Lake Delton Watersports and Mirror Lake Rentals. 
 
Donations can be made to the Brian Gilbertson Accident Fund at the Bank of Wisconsin Dells. 

Because of our members con-
cerns about the influx and spread 
of Aquatic Invasive Species in Mir-
ror Lake, the Mirror Lake Man-
agement District (MLMD) has ap-
plied for and received a grant to 
start a Clean Boat Clean Water 
program.  
 

The grant will offset approximately 75% of the operating 
cost of the program. With the help of paid and volunteer 
staff from the MLMD, the Mirror Lake Association (MLA) 
and other interested groups from the area, we hope to 
start inspections around Memorial Day at the State Park 
boat launch.  
 
With the growing concern over the spread of aquatic inva-
sive species to Wisconsin’s inland lakes, many lake associa-

tion members and other concerned citizens are looking for 
ways to get involved.  The Clean Boats, Clean Waters vol-
unteer watercraft inspection program is an opportunity to 
take a front line defense against the spread of aquatic in-
vasive species.  
 
Through the Clean Boats, Clean Waters program, volun-
teers are trained to organize and conduct a boater educa-
tion program in their community. Adults and youth teams 
educate boaters on how and where invasive species are 
most likely to hitch a ride into water bodies. Volunteers 
perform boat and trailer checks for invasive species, dis-
tribute informational brochures and collect and report any 
new water body infestations.  
 
If you would like to volunteer to help in this program con-
tact Jerry Collins, as soon as possible, at 608-838-8620 or 
at glcsandrac@charter.net 
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IN MEMORY OF BRIAN GILBERTSON 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/what.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/what.html
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THE LAKE OF DREAMS 

The Lake of Dreams © 2011, by Kim Edwards, Author of The Memory Keeper’s Daughter, tells the tale of Lucy Jarrett , 
a hydrologist, as she returns home to the Finger Lakes region of upstate New York following her mother’s accident.  
While caring for her mother, she is haunted by her father’s drowning during an early morning fishing trip she opted 
out of when she was a teenager and fears the changes threatening her childhood lake home on The Lake of Dreams.   
 
A decommissioned military depot on the shores of the lake becomes a battleground as investors and environmentalist 
struggle to develop or preserve the wetlands on the prime lakefront real estate.  “The lake was deep enough for 
battleship training. During World War II hundreds of families had been relocated under eminent domain, their houses 
and barns razed like the Iroquois villages before them, airstrips and Quonset huts and weapon bunkers rising almost 
overnight out of the land among the corn.”  There are ancient Indian burial grounds, a  mission chapel and cemetery 
on the property.  A herd of white deer live on the depot property surrounded by miles of barb wired fence.   
 
Family secrets haunt Lucy as she traces her heritage to women of the suffragette movement.  Lucy reconnects with her 
high school sweetheart, Keegan, and together they unravel her family’s hidden history and solve the mystery of her 
father’s death that is linked to the preservation of the military depot lakefront property.  They explore the history of 
the village that was razed when the military depot was built and the small mission chapel that remained with its spec-
tacular stained glass windows with their hidden mes-
sages.  Lucy’s brother, Blake, who attended Maritime 
College and lives on his boat aligns with her uncle to 
develop the lakefront property until they discover the 
truth behind their father’s death. - by Cathy Sperl 

If you have any old family photos, family history, cottage history, 
postcards or interesting letters regarding Mirror Lake that we could 
copy to keep in our MLA archives, please send them to Mark 
Blakeslee or Cathy Sperl. We want to help keep the history of the 
lake alive for future generations. 

STATE PARK AMPHITHEATER 

Pictured above left is the 
old amphitheater with the 
wooden benches.   
 
Pictured above right is the 
new stone seating area set 
into the hillside.  
 
Pictured to the left is the 
new stage still under con-
struction viewed from the 
stone seating area. 



NEW STATE PARK AMPHITHEATER 

Emerald Ash Borers have been found in Sauk County and Mirror Lake State 
Park.  Enclosed is a brochure describing this invasive species.  For additional 
information see these websites: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/foresthealth/
emeraldashborer.html and http://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/eab/
index.jsp  These website includes: 

 Emerald ash borer and ash tree identification, 

 Firewood and quarantine laws, 

 Tips for managing this pest, 

 What Wisconsin is doing about emerald ash borer, and  

 Instructions for reporting a suspect emerald ash borer. 

 PAGE 5 

The Wisconsin State Parks Bureau of the Department of 
Natural Resource (DNR) schedule for 2011 called for a ren-
ovation of the Mirror Lake State Park (MLSP) amphithea-
ter.  Fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) was budgeted for 
the project.  The plank seating along with the stage was to 
be repaired and refinished.  However, MLSP Superinten-
dent, Paul Zajackowski and Park Manager, Becky Green 
had bigger and better ideas.  Why not make a major im-
provement to the amphitheater? 
 
Together they approached the Friends of Mirror Lake State 
Park (FMLSP).  FMLSP is a volunteer organization whose 
mission is to support the Park’s programs (think ski hikes, 
naturalist programs, etc.) and assist in making improve-
ments within the park (prairie restoration, new playground 
equipment, etc.).  After much discussion the FMLSP agreed 
to look into the project.  Two landscape architects/
contractors were asked to bid on the design and construc-
tion of a greatly improved amphitheater. 
 
Early in 2012 the Friends group hired Nicholas Solutions to 
construct a natural stone seating area, a walkway and a 
council ring.  Cost $82,000!  Where does $82,000 come 
from?  From the hard work of FMLSP members over many 
years of cutting, splitting, bundling and selling of firewood 
to the State Park campers, (along with a small grant from 
the Department of Natural Resources.) 
 
Nicholas Solutions, went to Colorado to select the stone 
and placed  the order.  Once the stone arrived construc-
tion began. At the same time the stone was being put into 
place, lights were installed along the walkways and the 
platform for a covered stage (designed by a DNR engineer) 
was constructed.  The DNR covered the cost of the stage 
and Mirror Lake Rentals the cost of the lighting.  Cost 
$59,000.   

The final design for the completion of the stage was ap-
proved in late 2013. The DNR contracted with Glenville 
Timberwrights of Baraboo to complete the stage and the 
lumber (red cedar from Oregon) was ordered.  Glenville 
will cut and  frame the lumber in early March and it will be 
erected so after. 
 
Additional funds were needed to cover the cost of the 
stage lighting, the sound system and the construction of 
an entry way sign.  Building on the relationship the Mirror 
Lake Association and the Park has established over the 
years with the Ho Chunk Nation, FMLSP approached the 
Nation with a power point presentation and a request for 
$25,000.  The request was granted. 
 
Once the construction of the stage is completed, the 
lighting and the sound system will be installed.  The entry 
way sign will be positioned and the project will be com-
pleted.  Approximate total cost $170,000. 
 
THE RESULT!!  The finest amphitheater in the Wisconsin 
State Park System.  The ribbon cutting is scheduled for 
Thursday afternoon June 12th.  There will be live music and 
members of the Ho Chunk Nation will perform.  Ishnala 
will provide the food and beverages.  Many dignitaries 
from around the State will be on hand including the Secre-
tary of the DNR, Cathy Strep and the president of the Ho 
Chunk Nation, Jon Greendeer. 
 
It will be a gala event.  Everyone is invited to a grand cele-
bration thanks to the hard work of the FMLSP and the sup-
port of the DNR, Mirror Lake Rentals, and the Ho Chunk 
Nation.  PLAN TO  BE THERE! 
 
- by Waldo Peterson 

 

EMERALD ASH BORER 



PHOTOS OF MIRROR LAKE PAST  

THE OLD LOG DAM NOW COVERED WITH CEMENT 

 

 PAGE 6 

Some of these pictures were posted on the Mirror Lake Association’s Facebook page.  These pictures show the old log dam before it 
was covered with concrete in 1932.   Are the men and work equipment atop the northside of the dam in the picture (right middle) 
repairing the 1917 washout?  The dam was severely damaged and nearly washed out in 1908 and 1917.  The old log dam was so 
well built that when the Timme Brothers rebuilt the dam in 1932 the 75 year old logs remained when the cement dam was added.  
The picture (left bottom) shows the dam washed out on the south side probably 1917.  There is a lady standing on a portion of the 
washed out log dam.  If you have any information about these pictures or more pictures, please let us know.   



                   Mail to: Mirror Lake Association, Inc. 

                   P.O. Box 216, Lake Delton, WI  53940 

INTERESTED IN BEING A MEMBER IN THE MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION? 
 

Membership Form  —  Please enclose this with your check. 

 
Name(s)                                   Phone     
 
Address       City                  State    Zip   
 
Email address                            
 

Annual dues are for the period of July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014 
 
Membership Dues per Individual_______@ $20.00 each               $____________  
  
Additional Membership Dues per Individual_______@ $20.00                   $____________ 
Please include addresses. 
 
Tax Deductible Contribution                  $____________ 

 
       Total Enclosed $____________ 
 
Dues and contributions to Mirror Lake Association are fully deductible for federal income tax purposes to the extent provided by law. 
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Reflections from Mirror Lake 
is a publication of the Mirror Lake Association Inc., a     
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   
 
Mirror Lake Association, Inc. is located in Sauk County,      
Wisconsin and was organized November 16, 1986 for the   

purposes of promoting and improving: the physical     
appearance; well being; and protecting the future of    
Mirror Lake. 
 
Printer: Minutemen Press, Baraboo, WI 
Editor: Cathy Sperl, Lake Delton, WI  
 catherine.sperl2@frontier.com 
 
Submit articles/photos to Mark Blakeslee at: 

mblakeslee@uwalumni.com 
 
Webmaster: Katie Blakeslee, Middleton, WI  
Hosted by: AdLit Inc., Wisconsin Dells, WI 
Visit our website at: www.mirrorlakeassociation.com  
 
Mirror Lake Association, Inc. Board of Directors 
President: Mark Blakeslee 
Vice President: Marc Jaeger 
Secretary: Dave Clemens 
Treasurer: Cathy Sperl 
Director: Jerry Collins 
Director: Greg Gustafson 
Director: Scott MacWilliams 
Past President: Waldo Peterson 

SHARE YOUR OLD MEMORABILIA  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CALENDAR OF CALENDAR OF UPCOMING 

 April 24-26: WAL Convention Stevens Point 
 
 May 3: Project CLEAN 9 am State Park Parking Lot 
 

 June 12: MLSP Amphitheater Dedication 1:30 pm  
 
 June 21: MLA Annual Meeting 9 am  
 
 June 21: Public Hearing for Management Plan 10:30 am  
 
 August 16: MLMD Annual Meeting 9 am 
 
 August 16: MLA Annual Picnic at State Park Beach 1 pm 
 
 August 30: 3rd Annual Flotilla 

Colcannon: 
5 russet or Idaho potatoes 
3/4 teaspoon sea salt 
1/2 cup unsalted butter 
1/4 cup whole milk 
1 large onion minced 
2 bunches kale, stemmed and chopped 
1/4 teaspoons sea salt 
1/2 teaspoon black pepper 
1/4 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg 
 
Peel and cube potatoes.  Boil until tender in 
sea salt water.  Sauté onion in butter until 
tender.  Add chopped kale to the onion, 
cover and steam for 5 minutes.  Add milk, 
salt, pepper and nutmeg to kale and heat 
through.  Rice or mash potatoes and add to 
kale. Stir well.  Try as twice potato skins by 
baking potato, scoop out, mix with kale, 
stuff skin with kale potato mix and broil. 
 
Broiled Salmon: 
1 side of whole salmon, cut into 5 portions 
 
Sprinkle salmon with sea salt, brown sugar, 
Herbs de Provence (mix of garlic, fennel,  

IRISH COLCANNON WITH SALMON AND ASPARGUS 

 

thyme, rosemary, oregano, marjoram, basil, sea 
salt, lemon peel, parsley and lavender), and lem-
on pepper.  Broil Salmon on a rack six inches from 
the broiler for 20 minutes or until cooked 
through. 
 
Steamed Asparagus: 
2 pounds asparagus, ends trimmed, cut into 3 to 4 
inch pieces depending on size of steamer 
1/4 teaspoon sea salt 
1/4 cup unsalted butter 
 
Sprinkle salt on asparagus and steam 5 to 10 
minutes until just tender.  Toss with butter. 
 
Cathy’s Raspberry Vinaigrette: 
12 ounce jar Raspberry Jam 
1 c. red wine vinegar 
1/4 c. Dijon mustard 
1/4 c. honey 
1 c. olive oil 
 
Heat jam in pan just till melted.  Whisk in vinegar, 
mustard and honey.  Whisk in olive oil a little at a 
time until incorporated.  Store leftovers in jam jar. 

REFLECTIONS  From Mirror Lake 

MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. BOX 216 
LAKE DELTON, WI  53940 

The Irish are fond of potatoes, 
salmon and asparagus.  Not just 
corned beef and cabbage. 

Toss Raspberry Vinaigrette with 
mixed green.  Top with blueber-
ries, sliced strawberries and/or 
raspberries.  The next day you 
can make a similar salad and top 
with leftover asparagus, flaked 
cold salmon and berries. 


