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This is to notify you of the Annual Meeting of the Membership of the Mirror Lake Association 
at Ishnala Supper Club in the Lounge area.  This year our meeting will take on a different for-
mat. Our annual meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. sharp and only last one hour.  We will only be 
performing the business requirements of the Association.  We will still have the raffle.  
 
At 10:30 a.m., the Mirror Lake Man-
agement District will hold a public 
hearing for the Lake Management 
Plan.  The proposed Lake Manage-
ment Plan will be presented to the 
group.  We have to watch our timing 
for the first meeting so we start the 
public hearing on time.  So please 
come early because we will start 
promptly at 9:00. 
 
We’re excited to finally present the 
Lake Management Plan.  It has been 
a couple years in the making and is 
the sequel of our first plan done in 2007.  This plan however is a major step up in planning 
with statistics to back it up.  Thanks to Onterra, LLC, we have a document that hopefully the 
DNR will approve.  This Lake Management Plan will allow us to move forward with important 
projects to improve the area and allow us to apply for grants to help cover the cost. 
 
This plan is the roadmap we will be following in coming years to improve and maintain Mir-
ror Lake.  We want your thoughts, comments and support to help us move this plan forward. 
Please come to the Annual Meeting and stay for the public hearing.  It will be a great infor-
mational morning. 

Mirror Lake, the one and only? 
We all know how special Mirror Lake is.  Many of us think it is the greatest place in the state. 
But if you’re going to brag, you better make sure you’re talk about our lake.  Going to the 
DNR website, I found that there are 14 Mirror Lakes in Wisconsin.  Looking through the list, 
most of them are up in the northern part of the state.  Our lake is the largest at 139 acres 
(per the DNR website).  The next largest is 61 acres in Iron County.  The smallest is 4 acres in 
Lincoln County.  While I’m quoting facts, Wisconsin has 15,081 lakes totaling 11,150 square 
miles of water.  We have 43,000 miles of rivers and streams and 5.3 million acres of wetland. 
We might be a small part of the big picture, but we still think we’re the most important part. 

By Mark Blakeslee 
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                               President’s Update  May 2014 
 
Here we are again, spring is back!  As far as I’m concerned, win-
ter has run its course and now I’m ready for spring.  That, of 
course, means lots of work to get rid of the fall leaves and do-
ing spring cleaning.  It also means the MLA has a lot to do to 
fulfill our mission. 
 
We began the year by having a great day for our annual spring 
lake clean-up - Project CLEAN (Combined Local Efforts for 
Aquatic Nurturing).  We had a good group and a lot of trash got 
picked up.  Year-after-year, I’m always amazed at the kind of 
trash we find and the effort people go through to take bags of 
junk deep in the woods.  I guess that’s why we keep doing what 
we do. 
 
This April, right after the ice went off the lake, the DNR fishery 
experts came out to do an early spring fish count.  A couple of 
our members went with them to help (see page 6).  People 
keep telling me that Mirror Lake is a good fishing lake.  After 
watching them doing their work and seeing the fish they were 
pulling out,  I might have to admit they were right. I’ll go into 
this year’s fishing season with a new strategy which I’m sure 
will work, as I think every year. 
 
Our annual meeting of the membership is June 21.  This year 
we will have a bit of a change in our agenda.  So please read 
the annual meeting agenda and take note of the time changes.   
 

We are also very proud to start the “Clean Boats – Clean Wa-
ters” program.  This is a major step forward in controlling inva-
sive species from entering our lake.  A big thank you to a lot of 
college students who will be at the state park boat ramp edu-
cating people on this important issue.  They plan to be there 
every weekend of the summer.  A really big thank you to Jerry 
Collins and Scott Mac Williams!  Jerry brought the idea to us 
and got us DNR grant money to help us make it possible.  Scott 
volunteered to be the coordinator of the whole program, cre-
ating the schedule, and making sure the whole thing happens.  
 
If you want to volunteer, you are always welcome to find us 
new ways to improve the lake.  I hope you will consider taking 
that bold step and come aboard. 
 
For you property owners with lakefront property, please take a 
moment to read the two articles about shoreline development 
(page 5) and personal aquatic plant harvesting (page 8).  Part of 
our mission it to inform you of county and state laws that affect 
you.  These are two important issues that many of you have 
asked about. If you’d like more detailed information on this, 
please let us know. 
 
I’d love to hear your feedback.  If you have any thoughts, com-
ments or concerns, please give me a call or send an e-mail.  I 
look forward to hearing from you.  My cell phone number is 
608-575-4652 and my e-mail is mblakeslee@uwalumni.com. 
From the west end!  Mark Blakeslee 

 

 

NEW LAKE CLEAN UP EQUIPMENT 

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE  PAGE 2 

The Mirror Lake Association recently 
purchased several pieces of equipment 
at the Wisconsin Lakes Convention that 
can be used by the members to clean 

up the lake.  The Weed Razor™ makes 
getting rid of shoreline weeds as easy 

as 1-2-3.  To use the Weed Razor™ :  
 

1. Throw the Weed Razor™ which is 
attached to a 25 foot rope out and 
over the area to be cleaned.  

2. Pull it back in using short hard jerking motions.   
3. Rake up the cut weeds with the 11 foot long 37” wide 

Weed Raker™ .   
4. Compost the weeds away from the shoreline.   
 

CAUTION: The blades of the Weed Razor™ are very 
sharp.  Keep the blades covered when not in use.  Use at 
your own risk.  The Mirror Lake Association is not liable 
for injuries incurred while using any Association equip-
ment for your own personal use. 

To use the Swifter Sifter, a 
perforated aluminum bas-
ket: 
1. Throw the Swifter Sift-

er which is attached to 
three 25 foot ropes 
out and over the area 
to be cleaned and let it sink to the bottom. 

2. Pull the basket back to clean debris from the bottom 
of the lake.  

3. Alternatively, two floats can be attached to the basket 
with spring clips and tossed into the lake to skim 
weeds and algae from the lakes surface. 

4. Compost the weeds away from the shoreline.   
 
This equipment was purchased with donations from the 
Seth Peterson Conservancy Cottage. 
 
Know the Rules: Before using this equipment know the 
local and state aquatic plant harvesting regulations (see 
page 8).         By Cathy Sperl 

mailto:markblakeslee@uwalumni.com


Saturday, May 24th, was the first day for the 
Clean Boats, Clean Waters (CBCW) staff.  The 
six students and five adult volunteers attend-
ed Clean Boats Clean Waters training prior to 
their first day.  Five of the students attend 
UW-Stevens Point and are pursuing Natural 
Resource degrees.   
 
Scott MacWilliams, CBCW Program Coordina-
tor, crafted some weed hooks to help remove 
aquatic plants from boat trailers.   
 
On Memorial Day Weekend 107 boats en-
tered and 7 exited Mirror Lake at the State 
Park Boat Landing while the CBCW staff were 
there.  Only one person refused to take the 
CBCW survey and only 17 had been contacted 
by CBCW inspectors this season.  Almost all 
felt confident they understood the steps 
needed to prevent the spread of Aquatic In-
vasive Species (AIS).  The staff reported few aquatic plants on the boats opening weekend.   
 
We have an enthusiastic staff and look forward to a summer of the CBCW program that runs from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sunday and Holidays at the Mirror Lake State Park Boat Landing from Memorial Day to Labor Day.   You will 
be able to meet the CBCW staff at the MLA Annual Picnic.  Join us in welcoming these students that are the future of 
our Natural Resource Programs.  Funding for the program is provided by a $3,000 DNR grant and $1,000 matching 
grant from the Mirror Lake Management District.                  By Cathy Sperl 

This summer you will notice some 
people in blue shirts checking 
boats at the Mirror Lake State 
Park boat landing. This is the 
group of staff and volunteers that 
will be there every weekend this 
summer working the Clean Boats, 
Clean Waters Program. 
 

With the growing concern over the spread of aquatic inva-
sive species to Wisconsin’s inland lakes, we  looked for a 
way to get involved so Mirror Lake doesn’t become a vic-
tim of a wayward boater.  
 
The Clean Boats, Clean Waters watercraft inspection pro-
gram is an opportunity to take a front line defense against 
the spread of aquatic invasive species. Boat inspectors 
help perform boat and trailer checks, disseminate informa-
tional brochures and educate boaters on how to prevent 
the spread of aquatic invasive species. 

Invasive species in Mirror Lake are: Chinese Mystery Snail, 
Curley-Leaf Pondweed, and Eurasian-Milfoil.   
 
Some Wisconsin Clean Boats, Clean Waters Facts: 
 
 115,101 watercraft inspected in 2013. 
 249,295 boaters contacted in 2013. 
 96% of boaters aware of invasive species law. 
 96% of boaters inspect & remove plants. 
 89% of boaters dispose of bait 
 97% of boaters drain boat/equipment 
 95% of boaters drain fish/live well 
 
WHO KNEW: There are no native earthworms in the glaci-
ated areas of Wisconsin.  They were all “squished” by the 
weight of the glaciers.   Earthworms are considered an in-
vasive species in glaciated areas.  Some earthworm inva-
sions spread from the lakeshore into the forest when an-
glers dump unused bait in the forest.  Please discard un-
used worms in a trash can not in the lake or forest. 

                      CLEAN BOATS, CLEAN WATERS  PAGE 3 

CLEAN BOATS, CLEAN WATERS STAFF 

Clean Boats Clean Waters Staff: (left to right) Katie Blakeslee, Alec 
MacWilliams, Scott MacWilliams, John Hengel, Nathan Thompson. Kayla 
Fuller and Emily Schuman 
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BUSY BEAVERS 

PROJECT CLEAN 

 

Beavers downed 6 trees at Pickerel Slough last winter before neighbor, Mark Doepke, wrapped the trees with chicken wire.  These 
trees were 12 inches in diameter.  A beaver weighing at least 90 pounds has been seen swimming in Mirror Lake. 

Pictured below left, Project CLEAN crew at Mirror Lake State 
Park.  This group cleaned the Mirror Lake area roadways, 
ravines, shoreline and lake.  Other groups cleaned Lake Del-
ton roadways and the Wisconsin River area. 

Pictured left, Jens & Nick Calderon on 
May 7th during Project CLEAN at Devil’s 
Post Office.  Look at those snow banks!   
 
Pictured right is Mark Blakeslee’s truck 
full of debris from Project CLEAN.  The 
truck load was picked up at mostly one 
place where someone drove 100 yards 
into the woods and dumped a bunch of 
construction materials - ceiling tiles, 
plywood, pipe and drywall molding.   
 
Of course they couldn’t just dump it on 
the ground, they had to throw it down a 
bank.  Add an old metal bed spring from 
50+ years ago and an old oil can, you 
look pretty good driving down the road. 
 

Pictured above right, Project CLEAN crew enjoying a barbeque rib and smoked salmon lunch after a morning of hard work.  In front 
are Joan and Duane Wilcox of the Blass Lake Association which co-sponsored the lunch with the Mirror Lake Association. 
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  SHORELINE DEVELOPMENT  
  DON’T ACT WITHOUT THE FACTS 
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The State of Wisconsin goes to great length to regulate and pro-
tect both Public and Private Rights in Surface waters.  While an 
owner of property with water frontage (riparian owner) has cer-
tain rights the State of Wisconsin protects the rights of the gen-
eral public on natural navigable waters.  The Wisconsin Constitu-
tion provides the state with direct authority over navigable wa-
ters through the public trust doctrine. The public trust doctrine 
provides that the state hold all natural navigable waters in trust 
for the pubic.  
 
The state through the use of the public trust doctrine protects 
public rights including: 

 Commercial and recreational navigation, 
 Water quality, 
 Fishing and hunting, 

 Swimming, 
 Enjoyment of Natural Scenic beauty and 
 Other recreational enjoyment on water or ice.  
 
Public rights extend to the waters edge and walking between the 
shoreland and ordinary high water mark is trespassing.  
 
Riparian owners have the exclusive privileges of the shore for 
purpose of access to their land and water.  Their rights include: 

 The right to direct or consume water for domestic, agricul-
tural or industrial purposes. 

 The right of access to water for boating, swimming and rec-
reation; including exclusive use of shoreland to the waters 
edge. 

 The right of trapping. 
 The right to construct piers and similar structures. 
 The right of additions of shoreland from natural processes 

known as accretions. 
 
Riparian owners rights are subject to the paramount rights of 
the public under the public trust doctrine and applicable federal, 
state and local regulations. A riparian owners rights may be con-
ditioned upon obtaining a permit, or they may restrict or prohib-
it certain activities. 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) is the 
primary state agency for regulating state waters. Regulations 
regarding shore land development, aquatic plant management, 
piers and wharves, and public and private rights can be reviewed 
by going to dnr.wi.gov/topic/shorelandzoning. 
 
In addition to the WDNR, there are four types of local govern-
ments with general jurisdiction: counties, villages, cities and 
towns.  Sauk County has a comprehensive Shoreland Protection 
Ordinances detailed in Chapter 8 of the Sauk County zoning Or-
dinance (www.co.sauk.wi.us/generalpage/county-ordinances) 
that applies to Mirror Lake. 
 

The Sauk County Shoreland Protection Ordinance’s purpose is to 
promote and protect public health, safety, convenience and gen-
eral welfare and to: 
 Protect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life,  
 Control building sites, placement of structures & land uses, 

 Preserve shore cover and natural beauty, 
 Further the maintenance of safe & healthful conditions and  
 Prevent and control water pollution. 
 
Sauk County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance defines the following : 
Ordinary High Water Mark  is the point on the bank or shore up 
to which the presence and action of surface water is so continu-
ous as to leave a distinctive mark such as by erosion, destruction 
or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquatic 
vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristics. 
 
Required Setbacks - All buildings and structures, except piers, 
wharves, boathouses, boat hoists, boat shelters, stairways, walk-
ways, lifts, landings, and open fences shall be set back at least 75 
feet from the ordinary high water mark.  
 
As riparian owners, we often want to enhance and maintain the 
areas adjacent to the shoreland for recreational use including 
boating, swimming and enjoyment of the lake front.  While 
piers, wharfs, boathouses, boat hoists, boat shelters, stairways, 
walkways, lifts, landings & open fences are excepted structures, 
there are still regulations for the permitting, placement, con-
struction and maintenance of these structures in order to pro-
tect the public rights of use.    
 
Contact the Sauk County Zoning Department for necessary per-
mits if you are considering any activity adjacent the existing 
shoreline such as: 
 Construction of a retaining wall, 
 Addition to an existing Wharf or Pier, 

 Removal of existing trees or vegetation, 
 Placement of any fill or sand within 75 feet of the existing 

shoreline or 
 Construction of a deck, stairs or shed. 
 
An excellent resource for public and private water rights is Wis-
consin Water Law - A Guide to Water Rights and Regulations 
(learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/g3622.pdf). 

 
By Scott MacWilliams 

Conservation, Planning, & Zoning Department 
West Square Building Room #232 
505 Broadway 
Baraboo, WI 53913 
 
Phone: (608) 355-3245 
Director - Brentt P. Michalek 
Deputy Director - Brian Cunningham 
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A DAY WITH THE FISH 

 
In April, on separate occasions, we had the pleasure 
of joining Nate Nye, a Biologist with the Wisconsin 
Fisheries Department, to help him check fish traps 
to survey the fishery of Mirror Lake and Lake Del-
ton. They work every day for a week to document 
the types and abundance of fish in each lake.  The 
ice had just left and this was a perfect time for the 
Northern Pike to start spawning.  The DNR survey 
each lake in Wisconsin on an 8 year rotating basis. 
Mirror Lake wasn’t up for surveying yet, but be-
cause we are doing our comprehensive lake study, 
they moved our date up. 
 

Four fish traps were set in Mirror Lake and seven fish traps in 
Lake Delton.  The traps consisted of three parts:  
 
1. A vertical net is anchored close to shore, extending 15-20 

feet out into the lake with buoys keeping the top floating and 
the rest of the net settling on the bottom. This part acts as a 
barricade to direct fish into the cylindrical body of the trap. 

2. At the end is a 12 foot long cylindrical catch net and is held 
open by four steel rings about four feet in diameter.  The de-
sign allowed fish swimming along the shore to hit the vertical 
net and swim left or right to move around the vertical net 
obstacle.  After swimming to the end, they are directed into 
the cylindrical catch net, pass through a small 8 inch opening 
in the center of the cylinder and are trapped in the cylindri-
cal end of the trap.  

3. The cylindrical cone of the trap is tied to a rope attached to an anchor on the bottom of the lake.  This is pulled 
taught, keeping the net from collapsing.  

 
To get the fish out, we untied the anchor rope, pulled the steel rings up onto the boat, untied the end of the cone of 
the trap and dipped the fish out with a hand net.  We placed all the fish in a large holding tank on the boat and then 

repositioned the trap in the lake.  
 
Each fish (from a 2” Bluegill to a 42” Northern) was 
counted and measured for length. Walleyes were 
tagged with an orange cylinder next to the dorsal 
fin.  Samples of the dorsal fins from Northern Pikes 
and scales from many White Crappies and Bluegills 
were taken for later analysis.  This analysis would tell 
the growth rate of the fish and their general health. 
Game fish were weighed and their tail fin was slight-
ly snipped to signify it had been caught in the trap. 
All data was recorded.  
 
(Continued on page 12) 

Bruce Blakeslee and Nate Nye with the cylindrical part of the net. 

Jerry Collins with a nice Walleye. 

Nate Nye and Bruce Blakeslee measuring fish. 
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  FISH SPAWNING  
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  Bluegills: Potentially spawn any time from late May through 
early August at temperatures from 67 to 80°F, but generally the 
peak spawn is in early June.  Male bluegills select nest sites on 
sand/gravel sediments in shallow water 1 to 5 feet deep.  The 
males will construct a nest 2 to 7 inches deep and 12 to 15 inch-
es wide by sweeping away fine sediments with their fins.  Nests 
are often found in colonies of 40 to 50.  Look for clusters of din-
ner plate sized areas where the soft sediment is swept away and 
sand and gravel remain.  Males will often be visible guarding the 
nests.  Males provide parental care to eggs and fry in the nest. 
  Black crappies: Typically spawn during May or June at water 
temperatures from 58 to 68°F, with optimum spawning condi-
tions occurring from 64 to 68°F.  Crappies spawn slightly ahead 
of bluegills at cooler temperatures. Males select sites over clear 
bottom adjacent to aquatic vegetation, or even in amongst vege-
tation.  Nests are usually found in water between 8 inches and 
6.5 feet deep.  Male crappies defend their nests (provide paren-
tal care to young), and females may spawn with multiple males 
and on multiple occasions during the spawning period.   
  Yellow perch: Could potentially spawn anywhere from 44 to 
66°F, but peak spawning occurs from 45 to 52°F, closely follow-
ing walleye spawning shortly after ice-out.  Yellow perch do not 
construct nests.  They are random spawners and provide no pa-
rental care to eggs or young.  Eggs are deposited in strands by 
the female in sheltered areas on emergent or submergent 
aquatic vegetation, or submerged brush (trees or branches that 
have fallen into the water) in 1.5 to 10 feet of water.  The males 
follow along closely and shed milt close to the female’s vent as 
she deposits eggs.  Spawning generally occurs at night. 
  Walleyes: Generally spawn shortly after ice-out; spawning is 
regulated by water temperature.  Walleyes may spawn at water 
temperatures from 36 to 60°F, but peak spawning occurs from 
43 to 50°F.  Walleyes do not build nests and do not provide pa-
rental care to eggs or young.  They broadcast eggs and milt over 
rock and gravel substrate in areas where wave action keeps the 
substrate swept clean of silt that can suffocate eggs.  In a lake 
such as Mirror Lake, any rocky windswept point would be a 
place where walleyes would attempt to spawn.  Spawning activi-
ty increases at night, but may occur during the day as well. 
  Northern Pike: Generally spawn right after ice out (March-
April), and may actually begin to spawn while ice still covers the 
lake.  Northern pike spawning occurs between 34 to 40°F and 
may peak when the water is 36-37°F.  Water temperature, daily 
light intensity, and access to suitable vegetation are the triggers 
that induce northern pike spawning.  Northern pike do not build 
nests and do not provide parental care to eggs or young.  They 
spawn in flooded areas of emergent and submergent vegetation, 
such as creek inlets.  In the case of Mirror Lake, the wetland area 
at the upper end of the lake where Dell Creek enters would be a 
prime location for northern pike to spawn. 
  Largemouth bass:  The spawning window for largemouth bass 
is anywhere from late April to early July, but the peak of the 
spawn generally occurs during the month of May.  Largemouth 
bass will start to select nest sites when the water reaches ap-
proximately 60°F and will lay their eggs at around 65°F.  Mirror 

Lake contains both largemouth and smallmouth bass, and the 
largemouths may spawn slightly ahead of the smallmouths.  
Largemouth bass prefer shallow protected areas that have abun-
dant vegetation for spawning; these will warm to the preferred 
temperature faster than other parts of the lake.  The male se-
lects the nest site over sand or gravel bottom, or other soft 
bottom where hard objects can be exposed (twigs, roots, etc.).  
Water depth will vary from less than 1 foot up to 6 feet.  The 
nest may be up to 3 feet or more in diameter, and as deep as a 
foot into the bottom.  The male constructs the nest by using his 
fins to sweep away silt and other fine sediment.  Largemouth 
bass do not nest in colonies; nests are generally about 30 feet 
apart.  Spawning generally takes place around dusk, the male 
and female lay parallel with tails together, eggs are emitted from 
the female and fertilized by the milt of the male.  The male may 
receive more than one female into the nest.  Females may lay 
eggs in several nests.  Eggs generally hatch within 3-7 days, but 
sudden drops in water temperature will delay hatching and may 
kill the eggs entirely.  The male continues to fan the nest and 
provide water circulation around the eggs.  Once hatched, the 
brood may stay in the nest for up to the month and the male will 
continue to guard them for part or all of this time.  Any shallow, 
well vegetated, protected area of Mirror Lake should provide 
excellent largemouth bass spawning habitat. 
  Smallmouth bass:  In southern Wisconsin, smallmouth bass 
spawn in May or June at water temperatures from 55 to 75°F, 
with the peak being at about 65°F.  In a lake environment such 
as Mirror Lake, smallmouth bass will build nests.  They may pre-
fer western or northern shorelines which warm quicker and are 
more protected from prevailing winds.  Smallmouth bass nest on 
gravel substrate, often near a large object (natural or artificial).  
Water depth can be less than a foot, or as deep as 20 feet.  
Males build the nests and may build several practice nests be-
fore settling on the final site.  Nest building may take up to 2 
days.  Males turn nearly vertical and sweep the nest with their 
tails, with sand, silt, and fine gravel settling near the margins.  
The nest diameter will be about twice the length of the male, 
and he may remove objects from the nest with his mouth.  The 
nests, if visible from the surface, will be perfectly circular and 
contain clean gravel.  Males await females in the nest, and when 
they approach, the male may drive them into the center of the 
nest.  The female lies at a 45 degree angle and emits eggs which 
are fertilized by the male who is upright alongside the female.  
The eggs will hatch in 2 to 9 days depending on water tempera-
ture; they will hatch sooner at warmer temperatures.  The eggs 
can tolerate rapid temperature rises, but cannot tolerate rapid 
drops in temperature which induce mortality.  The male guards 
the eggs; minnows and other sunfish regularly try to prey upon 
eggs in the nest.  Once hatched the male guards the brood for as 
little as 2 days but may guard them for as long as a month.  The 
male may be seen “herding” the brood to keep them together 
above the nest.  Depth of the nest and water clarity (stained) 
may prevent people from observing smallmouth bass nests in 
Mirror Lake.   

By Nate Nye, WDNR Fisheries Biologist 
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HOFFMAN HOUSE RESTAURANTS 

Aquatic plants form the foundation of healthy and flourishing lake ecosystems - both within lakes and on the shores 
around them.  They not only protect water quality, but they also produce life-giving oxygen. Aquatic plants are a lake's 
own filtering system, helping to clarify the water by absorbing nutrients like phosphorus and nitrogen that could stimu-
late algal blooms. Plant beds stabilize soft lake bottoms and reduce shoreline erosion by reducing the effect of waves 
and current.  Healthy native aquatic plant communities help prevent the establishment of invasive non-native plants 
like Eurasian water-milfoil, purple loosestrife, or phragmites.  
 
It makes sense that the best fishing spots are typically near aquatic plant beds. Aquatic plants provide important repro-
ductive, food, and cover habitat for fish, invertebrates, and wildlife. It's aquatic plants that fashion a nursery for all 
sorts of creatures ranging from birds to beaver to bass to bugs. In order to maintain healthy lakes, we must maintain 
healthy native aquatic plant communities.  
 
In most instances, control of native aquatic plants is discouraged or should be limited to high use recreational areas 
that are next to piers and docks or within navigational channels. In some cases there may be penalties for improper 
removal of aquatic plants.  Wisconsin NR 109 allows riparian owners to manually remove native aquatic plants without 
a permit from a single area no greater than 30 feet in width along the shore provided that any piers, boatlifts, swim 
crafts and other recreational and water use devices are located within the 30 foot wide zone and may not be in a new 
area or additional to an area where plants are controlled by another method.  See NR 109 for additional waivers. 

Eight Hoffman brothers: Jerome, 
Francis, Cyril, Fredrick (Bob), 
Walter, Cosmas, Charles and 
Thomas wanted to do some-
thing together after serving in 
World War II so they decided to 
open a restaurant.  Their ninth 
brother, Sylvester, known as 
Bud was killed in action during 
Work War II.  
 
The first Hoffman House 

opened in Madison in 1946 at 514 E. Wilson in the 1860’s 
Germania Hotel, which is now the Essen Haus.  It started 
with 48 seats and quickly expanded to 300 seats.  They 
added what may have been the state’s first salad bar.  Ish-

nala on Mirror Lake opened in 
1953.  By 1976, the brothers 
operated 16 Hoffman House 
Restaurants in Wisconsin, Min-
nesota, Illinois and Michigan.  
They also sold bottles of their 
Hoffman House salad dressing 
and shrimp cocktail sauce. 
 
The Hoffman Brothers sold their 
businesses to Green Giant in 
1976.  Fran stayed with the 
Hoffman Houses after the sale to Green Giant (see story 
on page 9).  Cos died March 18, 2014 on his 90th birthday.  
Bob, the last Hoffman brother, died at age 95 on April 12, 
2014.          By Cathy Sperl 

Bob Hoffman 
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Cos Hoffman 

AQUATIC PLANT REMOVAL 

The Hoffman  Brothers pictured at Ishnala’s Arrowhead Bar (left to right) Jerry, Fran, Cy, Bob, Bud, Walt, Cos, Chuck and Tom. 



ISHNALA “by itself alone” 
 PAGE 9 

Ishnala Supper Club began in 1826 as a trading post on 
Mirror Lake.  The Coleman family, who were friends of 
the Pages, purchased the one room log cabin in 1909 
and turned it into a private residence.  Shirley Broberg 
Freese, whose parents owned the property across the 
lake, recalls visiting Mrs. Coleman as a young girl.  Mrs. 
Coleman was one of the original Florodora Sextet of Flo 
Ziegfeld fame performing on Broadway in New York.  
Her husband was a Christian Scientist practitioner.  
They loved the quiet of the woods.   
 
The Hills purchased the property and added a small res-
taurant that opened in 1948 when electricity came to 
the lake.  Later they sold to Berkley, the Baraboo Chevy 
Dealership owner.  He sold to the Hoffman brothers in 
1953 and they opened the same night they bought the place.  The entrance and lounge area with the fireplace were 
part of the original log cabin. 
 
The Hoffman Brothers expanded the restaurant to include pine trees growing through the floor and ceiling with pano-
ramic views from every seat.  The trees are named after the brothers.  They added 100 tons of flagstone to support a 
dining room, Arrowhead Bar, Tiki Bar, Pow Wow Room and outdoor decks.   
 
Ishnala, along with the other Hoffman House Restaurants were sold to Green Giant in 1976, which was bought by Pills-
bury in 1979.  Pillsbury sold the restaurants.  Bob Prosser and Dale Vogel bought Ishnala and the Rockford Hoffman 
House in 1999.  Both began their careers with Hoffman House.  Dale started at the Rockford Hoffman House in 1973 
and was the executive chef when he became co-owner with Bob.   
 
Bob started as a bus boy on his 16th birthday, in August 1973, at the Wausau Hoffman House.  He rode his bicycle to 
apply for a job and the manager said, “If you can start tonight, you’ve got a job.”  So Bob started that night.   He said “I 
was so proud to be working for the Hoffman House.”  By 1977, he had worked his way up to assistant manager at the 
Rochester, Minnesota restaurant.  Bob attended UW-Oshkosh and Fran Hoffman encouraged him to get his degree say-

ing that a job would be waiting for him.  Bob changed 
his major from Criminal Justice to Business.  He spent 
the summers during college working at Hoffman Hous-
es.  After college he worked for Hoffman Houses and 
another restaurant chain.  In 1985, he returned as gen-
eral manager of the Rockford Hoffman House.  Bob 
says of the Hoffman family, “They were a tremendous 
family with a great work ethic” and “I am as proud now 
as I was at 16.” 
 
They still use the Hoffman House recipes.  Their Old 
Fashioned cocktail is a supper club classic.  The menu 
includes prime rib, steak, seafood, ribs, duck, chicken 
and pasta.  Their famous homemade cheese spread is 
served with crackers before each meal.  This year they 
added new stairs to the lake, a sandy beach and a new 
pier with a pontoon.  Ishnala is open from May 1 to 
November 1.                 By Cathy Sperl 

Hill’s Ishnala.  See additional pictures on page 11. 

October 1926 map - Miss Coleman south and Broberg north. 



PHOTOS OF MIRROR LAKE PAST  

THE PORT 
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The “Mirror Lake Restaurant” was located on Ishnala Road 
by the dam (pictures circa 1960s).  T-bone, chicken and 
seafood were served.  The vacancy sign refers to the 4 
unit apartment building that was there.  One of the signs 
refers to “Liars Beach” and another to live bait.  See the 
Fox Head “400” beer sign.  Fox Head was made from 1946 
to 1962 with Waukesha Spring 
Water and reportedly run by 
the mob from 1956 - 1962. 
John and JoAnn O’Malley 
bought the property in 1966 
and operated it as “Annie’s 
Pizza Port” until 2001.  They 
added the outside bar and 
dining area.  The apartment 
building foundation is now 
part of the outside seating.  It 
has since been operated as “Bonnie’s Bistro”, “Dam Bar & 
Grill” and “Green Owl.”  The O’Malley’s are now renting it 
to Jim Harper who will run it as “The Port” bringing back 
the O’Malley’s recipes for pizza, soup and sandwiches.  
Jim has been busy cleaning and refreshing the restaurant 
and plans to open May 30th.   Jim used to drive an 
Aquaduck that operated on Mirror Lake from 1968 - 1976 
by Soma Boat Co entered by Ishnala and left at O’Malleys. 

KENTUCKY DERBY & MIRROR LAKE KAYAK/CANOE ADVENTURE 

 After Project CLEAN some of the crew put on their fancy hats and 
watched the Kentucky Derby at the Green Owl Restaurant which is now 
located across the street from Monks at the Wilderness on the Dells Park-
way.  The traditional location and former home of the Green Owl on Mir-
ror Lake was being remodeled for “The Port”.  
 
Pictured from left to right: Jean Moore, Jen Conlon, Kathe, Katie and  Me-
ghanne Blakeslee 

On May 17th, Mirror Lake 
Association Kayakers and 
Canoers went on an adven-
ture from Pickerel Slough to  
Ravina Inn on Lake Delton for 
lunch.   
 
Pictured at left as they pass 
the Pine Cove Condo Pier 
and at right their portage to 
Lake Delton at the Timme 
Mill Park by the Dam.  
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Reflections from Mirror Lake 
is a publication of the Mirror Lake Association Inc., a     
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   
 
Mirror Lake Association, Inc. is located in Sauk County,      
Wisconsin and was organized November 16, 1986 for the   

purposes of promoting and improving: the physical     
appearance; well being; and protecting the future of    
Mirror Lake. 
 
Printer: Minutemen Press, Baraboo, WI 
Editor: Cathy Sperl, Lake Delton, WI  
 catherine.sperl2@frontier.com 
 
Submit articles/photos to Mark Blakeslee at: 

mblakeslee@uwalumni.com 
Webmaster: Katie Blakeslee, Middleton, WI  
Hosted by: AdLit Inc., Wisconsin Dells, WI 
Visit our website at: www.mirrorlakeassociation.com  
 
Mirror Lake Association, Inc. Board of Directors 
President: Mark Blakeslee 
Vice President: Marc Jaeger 
Secretary: Dave Clemens 
Treasurer: Cathy Sperl 
Director: Jerry Collins 
Director: Greg Gustafson 
Director: Scott MacWilliams 
Past President: Waldo Peterson 
President Emeritus: Jerry Majerus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HILL’S “ISHNALA” ON MIRROR LAKE, LAKE DELTON WIS. 

Mirror Lake Park Resort and Boat Dock at the entrance to the Dells of Mirror Lake by the Water Fall, Lake Delton, Wisc.  P.B. 
Maukstad was the Proprietor.  This tells us that the pictures are after 1927 when Lake Delton was built and the Village changed 
it’s name.  This is now the O’Malley property.  In the picture to the far left you can see the restaurant building prior to the addi-
tion of a section with 2 windows to the right of the building.  The building on the right of the picture was converted into apart-
ments with one upstairs and 3 downstairs, all with exterior entrances.  The O’Malley’s tore the apartment building down in 1972 
with plans to build a new restaurant there but John passed away in 1982 due to drowning on property.  The new restaurant was 
not built.  The house (not shown), known as the Maukstad or Rhode house, was remodeled and an addition added. 



CALENDAR OF CALENDAR OF UPCOMING 

 
 June 12: MLSP Amphitheater Dedication 1:30 pm  
 
 June 21: MLA Annual Meeting 9 am  
 

 June 21: Public Hearing for Management Plan 10:30 am  
 

 August 16: MLMD Annual Meeting 9 am 
 
 August 16: MLA Annual Picnic at State Park Beach 1 pm 
 
 August 30: 3rd Annual Flotilla 
 
 
 

A DAY WITH THE FISH (continued from page 6) 

 REFLECTIONS  From Mirror Lake 

MIRROR LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. BOX 216 
LAKE DELTON, WI  53940 

We caught a variety of fish at each trap, however what was most 
interesting was the predominance of species caught at each fish 
trap.  In Mirror Lake around the State Park beach, our catch was 
predominantly Northern Pike, measuring from 12 to 35 Inches, 
and walleyes from 10 to 24 inches.  Various sizes of Bluegills, 
Crappies and Perch were mixed in.  Northern and Walleyes were 
the target species because they were spawning.  On Lake Delton 
across the lake from Tommy Bartlett we counted 200 suckers in 
one net full.  Many suckers were also in Mirror Lake.  Wildwood 

boat house area catch was almost all perch. We caught few Bass, 
but we were one week after ice out and the fishery experts as-
sumed they were in deeper water and not next to shore yet.  We 
came away with the fact that, YES there are fish in Mirror Lake. 
In FACT, if you sit in one spot on shore for 24 hours, hundreds of 
fish will pass by.  It’s likely that all species will pass by.  The big 
question remains:   
“Without a DNR certified catch net, how do we get them into 
our boat?”                             By Bruce Blakeslee and Jerry Collins 

Jerry Collins and Trout Nate Nye and Northern 


