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 1850, Feb. 18 Edward Norris platted the village of “Norris” and 
Postmaster Fox named the post office “Lauretta” after Norris’ 
wife 

 Norris named streets after WI territorial Governors James Doty 
and Henry Dodge; Mexican War hero Winfield Scott; and 
Hungarian revolutionary leader Louis Kossuth.  Monroe Street 
was one of 2 main streets and the Wisconsin Dells Parkway was 
just a residential street named Whitlock.  Burritt Avenue was 
intended to be a second main street. 

 1851, March 15  WI Legislature changed Norris to Delton.  Post 
office name was changed to Delton. 





 1857 LaBar & Boorman firm owned by Horace LaBar and 
Benjamin Boorman built first dam to form "LaBar Pond" 
now Mirror Lake to operate "Mirror Lake Roller Mills"  

 1872 LaBar sold mill to F. Dorn and went to Mankato, 
Kansas.  His partner, Mr. Boorman died at Mauston. 

 1873 F. Dorn sold mill to J.H. Adams  

 1893 Joe Huntington sold the dam and small custom mill 
that ground cornmeal and graham flour to August Timme 
who learned milling in Germany and ran the Baraboo 
Roller Mills along with son Gus prior to buying the Mirror 
Lake Roller Mills  

 1898 Low wooden bridge built across Dell Creek below 
Mirror Lake dam 









 1908 high water damages Mirror Lake dam 

 1908 One Lane High Reverse Metal Truss Bridge was 

built.  It was commonly called the Upside Down Bridge. 

 1912, Oct. 3 August Timme dies age 69 (b.1843) 

 1912 August Timme’s sons Herman, Otto and John form 

a partnership Timme Bros. and later Timme Mill, Inc.   

John was head miller for one of the largest mills in 

Minneapolis when he was called home after his father 

died.  Oldest son, Gus, continued to work in Elgin, IL his 

entire life. 

 1917 Flood nearly washes out entire Mirror Lake dam 

























 1919, Aug. 28 Lou Morris Ringling, widow of     
Al. Ringling, purchases the M.L. Crane property 
next to Timme Mill and begins construction of 
Morris Hotel which opened July 1, 1920 

 1922 Timme Brothers rebuild the 120 foot wide 
by 21 feet high Mirror Lake dam.  John Timme 
set up the architectural design, machinery and 
flow of the Timme Mill. 

 1922 production of Timme Bros Perfected Brand 
Self Rising Pancake Flour Production begins.  
The company shipped 300 barrels of wheat flour 
a day to Chicago. 











  

Wisconsin State Journal – September 20, 1932 

(State Journal News Service) 

  

LAKE DELTON – A solid log dam built 75 years ago is to be incorporated into a new concrete 
structure which the Timme brothers are building across Del Creek at their mill property 
here.  The dam, which is 120 feet wide and 21 feet high, stretches between the sandstone 
cliffs of upper Mirror lake and supplies power for the Time mill where flour, cereals and 
feed are manufactured. 

  

The log dam was built in 1857 for the firm of Boorman and LaBar, early millers at Delton 
which was then a thriving manufacturing center.  Despite their 75 years under the water, 
the enormous logs were found to be still in excellent condition so it will only be necessary 
to give them a concrete fronting to supply the main part of the new dam which is 
expected to be in use in six weeks. 

  

The Timme family has operated the mill since 1893 when it was taken over by August 
Timme, whose three sons, Otto, Herman and John, have been its proprietors for the past 
30 years. 

 





 1932 K.C. MacLeish (Keith Clinton MacLeish b. 1902 
d. 1941 from polio) a hydrology engineer from 
Merrimac, WI designed the plans to put concrete on 
the face of the Mirror Lake dam, the 75 years old log 
dam was in such good condition it remained behind 
the concrete dam.  K.C. MacLeish was employed 
after college by Wisconsin Power & Light until the 
depression then he got his master’s degree at UW 
Wisconsin and worked for the PSC (Public Service 
Commission) until his death.  His son Don who 
currently lives in Waunakee was 7 years old when 
K.C. died.  K.C.’s brother, Charles’, son, David, runs 
the family farm off Hwy 78 by Indian Farm Road and 
another son, Hayden, runs a farm Hwy 78. 

 1932, Dec. 31 Mirror Lake Inn formerly known as 
Morris Hotel burns down while Lou Ringling there 









 1947, April 16 Herman Timme dies age 75 (b.1872) 

 1949, Feb. Timme Brothers sold business to Joseph F. 

and Frank W. Kaminski for $95,000  

 1951, Sept. 15 John Timme dies age 77 (b.1874) 





 1957, Feb. 16 Timme Mill burns down Kaminski Brothers 

file for Bankruptcy and Bank of Reedsburg that holds the 

mortgage forecloses and takes ownership of dam and 

property  

 1957 or later Bank of Reedsburg forms a Corporation to 

hold the dam and property to limit the Bank's liability  

 1961, Oct. 20 Otto Timme dies age 83 (b. 1878) 

 1966 Damsite Tavern (originally the Grotto, then Grotto 

under the Bridge after the high bridge was built, and later 

the Hole-in-the-Wall Bar) which had no running water or 

bathrooms was closed by the Village citing Health 

Hazards and Neighbor Complaints. 

 Reedsburg Bank sells the dam and property to 

Ishnala Corporation owned by the Hoffman Brothers  









 1971 dam repairs estimate $5,000; 1971 $10,000; 1972 $15,000; 
1975 $28,000 

 1974, Feb 8 Ishnala Corporations (also known as Hoffman 
Brothers and Mirror Lake Corporation) petitions DNR to abandon 
the dam saying they couldn't afford to repair it  

 1975 Mirror Lake residents and Sauk County form the Mirror Lake 
Dam Assessment District to raise $30,000 needed to repair dam 
with the DNR paying 60% representing their ownership % of 
shoreline and 40 other landowners paying about $280 each 

 1975, Sept. 30 DNR deadline for Sauk County to commit to 
ownership of dam  

 1976 Mirror Lake dam repairs included extensive reconstruction 
of the mill race on the North side of the dam with some sections 
poured concrete and others laid block 

 1977 Mirror Lake dam turned over to Sauk County 





 1986, May Reverse Suspension bridge commonly called the 
Upside Down Bridge was replaced with a 2 lane Concrete 
Bridge 

 1986 Fall lake draw down to chemically treat lake to remove 
weeds and rough fish.  The DNR said the lake had been 
deteriorating as a fishery since 1971 when a survey showed it 
to have a healthy population of fish.  A 1981 survey showed 
the lake was overpopulated with pan fish and predator fish 
were declining in number. 

 1991 Pine Cove Condominiums developed with assistance of 
Hoffman Family on site of Lou Ringling’s Morris Hotel later 
known as Mirror Lake Inn  

 1994 grout work was completed on the dam when dye showed 
seepage around the Southside abutment 





 2006, March 21 Mirror Lake Management District formed 
as a local municipality with taxing authority for the 
Protection and Rehabilitation of Mirror Lake 

 2006 DNR inspected the Mirror Lake dam and repairs 
scheduled for 2009-2010 

 2008, June 8 Mirror Lake Dam withstands the flood 
waters that later breach and drain Lake Delton further 
down Dell Creek 

 2008, June through September 64,000 cubic yards 
dredged from the upper end of Mirror Lake creating a 
navigable channel from the Hwy 23 Bridge to the 
Narrows 






